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The Indian Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR) intends to engage in the programme of 

integrating an awareness of the basic ideas of Philosophy into the educational curriculum of 

professional institutions of India. The idea is to lend an orientation of reflective awareness so 

urgently required to enable intellectual and attitudinal development of the young minds other-

wise singularly involved in the study of highly specialized professional programmes. 

Philosophy is in the best position to cater to the cultivation of awareness of the deeper 

dimensions concerning (a) the technology and the human condition, (b) the ethics of 

bio-medical research and technology, (c) law and morality, (d) mind and machine, (e) 

management and professional ethics, and such other issues. While these are specific applied-

ethical problems that concern every responsible citizen in pursuit of knowledge, there are 

more general and fundamental philosophical ideas that underpin the understanding of these 

specific issues. Examining philosophically the concepts of mind and matter, actuality and 

possibility, meaning and truth, fact and value, art and imagination and such other concepts 

form the foundation of reflective thinking in general. 

  

ICPR makes an appeal to the professional institutions to consider this proposal with sympathy 

and understanding, and to express their opinion to the Council so that a definite plan of action 

can be undertaken and initiated. As a starting point, ICPR will volunteer to appoint a 

Philosophy expert to teach a course designed by it in any professional institution. Initially the 

remuneration will be paid by ICPR, and the concerned Institution is expected to provide local 

hospitality to the teacher along with minimum infrastructural facilitation. ICPR will also 

provide limited grants to the concerned institute for initiating the Philosophy programme, 

perhaps to make it part of its set of elective courses. 

  

The IITs, Birla Institute of Technology, Pilani and a few such Institutions have already 

integrated Philosophy education into its curriculum through their respective departments of 

humanities and social sciences. Many   other institutions of technology and management have 

also gone into the education of ethical and value-related courses. ICPR intends to take this 

tendency seriously and extend this trend towards a more comprehensive and systematic 

direction. We hope that this initiative will make you think about this important issue and to 

consider incorporating philosophy into the curriculum of professional colleges where the 

students will immensely benefit from the philosophically oriented insights they are likely to 

come upon through these courses. 

   

In this regard proposals are invited from professional colleges of Engineering /Medical/ Law/ 

Management who are interested in starting philosophy courses from the next academic year 

2011-12. The complete proposal along with financial requirements may be sent to the 

undersigned so as to reach by March 11, 2011 at the latest.  
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