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From Member-Secretary's Desk
held at North Eastern Hill University, Shillong during
March 20-23, 2009 under the Directorship of Professor Mrinal Miri to especially highlight the problems
encountered in North Eastern States. The Workshop
was a sequel to the one we organised at IIAS, Shimla
where the features had been put across and discussed
threadbare. It is proposed to take this as a National
Project and work out the problems and prospects of
Integration and Violence largely encountered in the
country.

I

am indeed pleased to present the current issue of
the ICPR Newsletter which marks the return of
several of ICPR projects and programmes with
increased zeal and vigour. The present ICPR administration has brought about significant changes in certain
programmes like the International Philosophy Day and
making the periodical lectures reach out to a large
number of colleges in the country where philosophy is
taught. On seminar front, we are taking enough care to
have better quality control in the papers presented and
deliberations conducted.
Another area which needs significant quality control is
the Publication wing and the publication of scholarly
articles in JICPR. Even though on the JICPR front, we
have achieved some sort of success in bringing out all
the pending volumes, in the publication of books, we
have a long way to go. We are not getting adequate
number of scholarly books for publication and through
this Newsletter, I request the philosophical fraternity to
send us their scholarly manuscripts for consideration
for publication.

It gives me special pleasure to announce that cataloguing of the library collection at the Academic Centre,
Lucknow is complete and soon the library books can be
searched through the website. The online database and
the information it contains would be available to all
who are interested in looking into our library accumulation. I am confident that this step will make it
significantly easier for the scholars to locate material
relevant to their work and will facilitate interaction with
scholars world-wide.
One more important announcement: the U.P. Government has already allotted a building for the Academic
Centre and its library and efforts are on to get a piece of
land to build the Academic Centre to make it fully
functional as it was at the Butler Palace. I would like
here to offer my thanks to the Government of Uttar
Pradesh and especially to Shri Mukesh K. Meshram and
Shri M.P. Mishra, the Vice-Chairman and Secretary,
Lucknow Development Authority, respectively for
considering our requirement and alloting a piece of
land for the Academic Centre. It is quite an encouraging prospect that very soon we will have a place for the
Academic Centre.

During this period of report, Professor J.N. Mohanty,
the well known philosopher was nominated for the Life
Time Achievement Award for the year 2008-2009. In
collaboration with the Centre for Advanced Research
in Phenomenology, USA, we organized an International Conference on Phenomenology, Globalization
and Indian Philosophy during January 5-8, 2009. The
seminar was organized with well known participants
from India and abroad who have contributed mainly to
the field of phenomenology.

Finally, the three year term of the present Council is
coming to an end by the end of March. I have no
words to thank all the Members of the Council,
Governing Body and Research Project Committee who
have provided us enthusiastic support to make ICPR
more active, meaningful, purposive and futuristic.

Another IIAS-ICPR collaborative National Workshop
on “National Integration and Identity–Violence” was

G. Mishra
Member Secretary

Chairman's Address
Violence: A Philosophical Rendezvous
(Extracts from the Keynote address given at the National Workshop on Identity-violence held
during 20-23 March 2009 at North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong)

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR delivering
the Keynote Address

Philosophy in the classical Indian tradition is more than
theory and speculation about who we are and our place
and destiny in the universe. It is no less concerned with
applying knowledge to enhance human potential and
improve human condition. In order to do this it has
become necessarily holistic appropriately drawing
from all relevant disciplines. While other subject areas
like physics and paleontology divided knowledge into
separate segments, philosophy took a synthetic
approach to combine facts from different segments to
generate wisdom aimed at transforming the person and
the society. Philosophy in India is never removed from
life; rather it is intimately involved with it, whether it
preached renunciation or participation in the social
process.

appreciate its relevance to life and living in the present
context and in the process make creative contributions
towards meeting the intellectual challenges of the
nation.
With this in mind, the ICPR prepared a series of
research projects for funding on a large scale. A blueprint for this was unveiled at the workshops we held
first at ICPR, Delhi and later at IIAS, Shimla where we
discussed issues relating to national identity. This
exercise is now followed up by more detailed discussion of some of the issues that came up at the workshop in Shimla. The present national seminar on
identity-violence is one of them. It is being appropriately held in Shillong. Northeast India has been a major
theatre playing identity-violence. Identity violence has
been a thorn in the flesh of Indian polity, which the
philosophical community can hardly overlook. The
pressing problem of violence is as much intellectually
challenging as it is politically demanding. The problem
goes beyond the borders of the country and is now a
panhuman problem.

Regrettably, it is the Western conception of philosophy
with which we have become familiar during the colonial
period that tended to make philosophy as taught in our
universities and colleges just theory bereft of application and social relevance. Perhaps this is the reason why
if there is any original philosophy in India during this
period it originated outside the academia in the thought
and actions of people like Sri Aurobindo and Mahatma
Gandhi. Therefore, it seems to me that we give a new
look to Indian philosophy in order to understand and

India is the land of ahimsa. In twentieth century, the
political leadership of the country gave the world a
potent instrument of nonviolence for social action,
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while we philosophers remained silent spectators. The
time is ripe for us now to play our role and address the
issues of violence. The first step involves understanding violence from a multidisciplinary perspective to
develop a unified theory that would have social relevance and policy implications to contain it.

Therefore, some conceptual clarity is called for in order
that we may have meaningful discussion of violence;
and this is a task tailor made for philosophers to tackle.

Varieties of Violence
What is violence? Websters English Dictionary on my desk
has seven distinct meanings of violence. Basically, it
refers to “roughness in action”, a “physical force used
so as to injure or damage.” Another meaning is “unjust
use of force or power.” Yet, in another sense violence
refers to “distortion of meaning.” Oxford English
Dictionary offers a more restrictive definition that it is
the “exercise of physical force so as to inflict injury on
or damage to persons or property.” It is clear that there
are several variables, some explicit and others not so
explicit, that govern violence and consequently what
constitutes violence becomes a matter of considerable
debate and a consensual definition more difficult to
arrive at. If violence, as we find in another edition of
Oxford English Dictionary, is “behaviour involving
physical force intended to hurt, damage, or kill,” then,
how about psychological violence such as verbal assault
or “tongue-lashing” that has unmistakable effects on
the victims.

Whether or not we acknowledge it, violence is a
ubiquitous and pervasive phenomenon that profoundly affects our lives in different contexts and in
different ways. Violence is a complex concept. It is
multidimensional stretching itself into a variety of
disciplines. It may have its roots in evolution; but it is
the socio-cultural factors that nourish or contain it.
Violence is behavior with biological, psychological and
ecological underpinnings. It manifests in thoughts,
words and deeds. The victims of violence may be self,
family or others that include humans, animals or nature.
It can be instigated by an individual or a group. To
complicate further, violence may be seen as legal and
sanctioned or condemned as criminal. Thus one is
confronted at once with numerous questions. With the
varieties of forms it takes, having different sources and
causes, different categories of agents and victims and
performing different functions, violence is so complex
and complicated an area to navigate by specialist
disciplines. The complexity and multidimensionality of
violence make it particularly suitable for a synthetic
philosophical study. Philosophers could weave theories
from the facts collected by other disciplines, which
otherwise remain fragment and piecemeal, and present
them as part of a policy outfit. This would indeed be an
ambitious undertaking; and philosophers are not
known to be timid to face issues of such fundamental
importance.

Again, does social injustice constitute a form of
violence? Structural violence as distinguished from
behavioral violence is an important category that has
received increasing attention in recent years. Gender
discrimination and the atrocities against the dalits and
weaker sections of our society are examples of structural violence. Tim Jacoby stresses not only the key role
of structured violence, but he also calls attention to
some other nuances of violence. He writes: “Violence
may thus be psychological as well as physical, it may be
contained within rewards and not simply punishments,
and it may be present even though someone is not hurt
and there is no subject-to-object relationship. It may
also emerge from non-violent intentions, be latent as
well as manifest and include many of the results of the
international system's normal operation. Exerted at the
level of the structure and not simply the individual
behaviour of aggression and warfare, violence may be
regarded as present whenever damage is done to a
person's potential” (Jacoby, 2008, p.49). Gandhiji also
takes violence in a more inclusive sense. The very first
time “violence” occurs in his collected works, it is
“violence of conscience” (vol.8, p.46).

Violence has been around humankind for as long as we
can remember; but the forms of violence, causes for
violence and functions of violence varied over time. We
have come to understand and to a degree live with
criminal violence as in rape and murder, political
violence as in war and social unrest, and economic and
social violence as seen in exploitation and exclusion of
certain segments of society. However, such acts of
violence as in suicide bombing that inflict horror and
strife on unsuspecting innocent people and involve
murder and massacre of fellow citizens as well as selfkilling are more difficult to comprehend and make
sense of. Therefore, old paradigms and theories are no
longer appear adequate to explain current acts of
violence. Indeed the very concept of violence has come
to be extra-ordinarily ambiguous with different meanings read into it and varying definitions proposed.

Is violence always other-directed? If so, how about selfinflicted harm as in suicide? Violence is said to refer to
person or her property. Apparently, the victim of
violence is thus the person, who is the center and the
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focus. Then, what do we make of harm done to other
species of life and the destruction of nature. Do those
acts constitute violence?

violence. It is perpetuated by one group against
another. The victim as well as the victimizing person is
a surrogate of the group and he has no identity of his
own except that of the group. In other words, the
individual becomes amorphous and lost in the group.
The fostered group identity is not merely descriptive
but also prescriptive as well. Inasmuch as the individual
is lost in the collectivity of the group her other identities evaporate and the group identity becomes not
merely salient and fundamental but solidifies itself and
gets frozen into a “uniquely hardened category”, to use
the expression of Amartya Sen (2006). Losing the core
self with its multiple and many facet natural identities,
the person becomes possessed as it were and acts
hysterically. This appears to be the single most significant syndrome that characterizes identity-violence of
destructive kind, a growing menace to the civil society.
Thus, the dynamics of identity-violence appear to be
somewhat different from other kinds of violence.

No less important is the question whether violence is
innate in human nature or whether it is a learned form
of behavior. Is violence an inescapable part of human
interaction? Alternatively, is violence a selective
response acquired by individuals during the process of
socialization?
There are further twists and complications to the
discussion. Violence may be personal or collective, as it
may be carried out by individuals, groups or states.
Again the victims of violence can be individual persons, social groups or nations at war. Violence may be
attributed directly to an act such as physically assaulting
some one or it may be seen as an effect attributed
indirectly to an act by an individual or an institution, for
example, contributing to pollution causing harm and
injury to community. Thus violence may be physical or
psychological, overt or covert, direct or indirect,
collective or the individual-enacted, intentionally
inflicted or caused by negligence.

Group identities grow themselves binding members
within the group and at the same time setting others
apart as outgroup/s. There is nothing wrong or
pathological about it. It is ubiquitous ever since humans
joined in cooperative endeavors to promote common
good. However, feeding on in-group and out-group
polarizations, identities have the potential for conflict.
In fact, they are conflict-prone in all competitive
societies. Identity conflicts like other conflicts need to
be resolved. In group conflicts, violence is an option
for such a resolution. Thus identity-violence is the
product of a process that includes identity formation
leading to identity conflict and resulting in identity
violence. Recognizing the fact that identities need not
lead to conflicts and conflicts do not necessarily
involve violence let us try to understand the three
crucial concepts (i) identity, (ii) conflict, and (iii)
violence. Such an understanding may help to focus on
(a) the sources of identity conflict and the circumstances leading to violence and (b) the possible means
of preventing and controlling such violence.

Further, some forms of violence are socially or legally
sanctioned as in the case of war and social uprising,
whereas others are abhorred as evil and condemned as
immoral. The question arises whether violence is
inherently an act of evil and its avoidance a moral
imperative. If so, there is then the ethical conundrum,
which is implied in the paradox of punishment that
involves violence as retribution to violence. As Sydney
Hook (2006) puts it: “If violent action against man is
wrong, is it any less wrong to use violent action against
the men who practise it? (p.265).
If, however, violence is legitimate under certain conditions, is it the case that violence, like force, is valueneutral and that whether violence is good or evil is a
function of the use to which it is put? Similar questions
arise when we consider lawfulness and legal legitimacy
of violence. Can we define violence strictly in terms of
unlawful actions? Or can one offer a definition entirely
in behavioral terms without recourse to law, morality or
political legitimacy. Also, because of the vast territory
and the various connotations the concept “violence”
covers, should we use it in a well-defined restricted
sense or would it be more fruitful to have a more
inclusive connotation of violence?

Group Identity
We have discussed at some length in our workshop in
Shimla last year the concept “identity” in its various
usages (Rao, 2007). Identity is basically of two kinds
personal and social/group. The person constantly
navigates through this bidimensional matrix. At a
personal psychological level, as we noted, identity
consists in one's self-image; it is the sense of selfsameness that gives unity and continuity to the person
situated in ever changing contexts, experiencing an

Identity-Violence
We restrict ourselves at this seminar with identity
violence. Identity violence is a special kind of group
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usually confined to a single state. However, as is the
case with Mumbai massacres, they also cross national
boundaries. This is seen to occur more frequently with
the advent of globalization. Identity conflicts do not
always lead to violence and social upheaval. They could
be effectively contained by and channeled through
institutional mechanisms. Again, identity conflicts are
not necessarily evil. They could trigger positive action
for a more just, inclusive, and equitable society. However, with violence, identity conflicts could prove to be
destructive. Identity-violence tends to lead to greater
inter-group conflict and retributive violence. It is not
merely economically detrimental, but has great social
costs.

unending continuum of multiple changes in her being.
It is because of the continuing change that characterizes the living person, the notion of identity becomes
salient and relevant to human condition. It makes a
human being a unique person in the midst of the ever
changing and evanescent episodes of existence. Group
identity consists in the categorization of people as
belonging to particular groups based on such factors as
caste and gender, religion and region. These factors are
involved in the process of socialization which help to
enhance one's self-image beyond herself. Often group
identities serve as motivating factors that bind people
to further their cause. Personal identity may be unique
in some sense, according to some theorists; but according to yet others it is also subject to change. However, it
is a truism that a person experiences multiple identities
in various roles she plays and the different masks she
puts on in her interaction with others. Identity is not
always given. We often search for identity and find it to
enhance our self-image and power.

In pluralistic societies like ours, where people bind
themselves in various groups based on a variety of
categories such as religion, region, language, caste and
class there are always opportunities for fomenting
polarization of groups and precipitating conflicts
among them. Such conflicts, as Lewis Coser (1956)
pointed out many years ago can be socially beneficial or
destructive. He calls the former the “realistic conflicts”
distinguished from “non-realistic conflicts.” The latter
are those that involve non-realizable contentions that
are of fundamental nature such as values considered
sacred. Whereas realistic conflicts relate to negotiable
difference where compromise is possible. Coser
suggests that non-realistic conflicts are likely to lead to
violence.

Each person is a mosaic of multiple identities. They
normally blend harmoniously leaving no trace of
conflict. Occasionally there may arise identity conflicts,
which unless quickly resolved may render the person/group dysfunctional. Inasmuch as a person plays
multiple roles and is situated in varying contexts, she
not merely enjoys multiple identities, but they become a
part of her self. However, at a given time a particular
identity may become salient. It does not follow that
there is just one single stable and all encompassing
identity at a given time. It is neither practical nor even
desirable. When one considers group identity, it is
obvious that identity is not a fixed and immutable
characteristic. Rather it is socially situated and context
driven. Social identities are double-edged. While
facilitating group formations and adding to intragroup
coherence on the one hand, they also precipitate on the
other hand intergroup dissensions and tensions, foster
negative stereotyping of outgroups and promote
prejudice against them. Thus they unite people as well
as separate them; and conflict and cooperation coexist
here. Cooperation is practiced within the group; and
competition and conflict are directed at the out-group.

The progression of identity formation into identity
violence may be depicted in the following way.
Identity
Identity Movement
Identity
Politics
Identity-Violence.
Following Neil Smelser (2007), we may draw a generalized framework for understanding how group identities could grow into conflict and lead to violence. There
can be no identity-violence without the formation of
identities. As identities become salient they gain
momentum and are transformed into identity movements. Identity movements are often treated in moralist terms to refer to those by the oppressed, downtrodden and victimized groups. However, identity movements by the victimizing groups are not unknown and
nonexistent. The following factors are known to fuel
identity movements: (1) the salience of identity in the
minds of the group members, the extent to which their
lives are tied to the in-group identity; (2) the perception
that invoking the identity is beneficial and of advantage; (3) manifest conflict with the out-group; (4)

The dynamics of group identities are different from
those of personal identity. In the following we primarily
deal with group identities without minimizing the fact
that in the final analysis it is the individual who is
involved. Polarization is an important ingredient in
identity formation. The “we” and “they” divide is
intrinsically prone to conflict. Identity conflicts are
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groups into manifest conflict between them in the
following way.

opportunity factors that help gain momentum and (5)
the perceived capacity of the group vis-à-vis the others
(Smelser, 2007).

Incompatible Goals
Perception of Goal
Incompatibility
Action to Reach the Conflicting Goals
Conflict (Expressed / Suppressed)

Many of our identities remain dormant. We are by
nature individualistic and tend to act alone. Group
identities need to be mobilized to become salient. The
effort at mobilization is enhanced by identity politics.
Identity politics go beyond self-identification. They
involve concerted political effort to push the identity
forward, often providing a body of thought which
forms the base for political action. Identity politics
takes advantage of the occurrence of significant events
such as a major victimization of the group or precipitate opportunities that give hope of success. It is helped
by the emergence of leaders who are able to collectively
mobilize the group for action. Also, the response of the
authorities has significant effect on identity politics.

Existence of incompatible goals between individuals
and or groups is the necessary pre-condition of
conflicts. It characterizes a nascent conflict situation.
When there is actual perception of the incompatibility
by the relevant person/group, there is latent conflict
which becomes manifest when the individual/group
engages in behavior to achieve conflicting goals.
Manifest conflict may be expressed or suppressed.

The most important and less understood is the transition of identity movement into identity-violence.
According to Tilly (2001) there are three competing
approaches to understand this. First approach focuses
on understanding the factors within individuals/groups prone to violence. The second approach
explores the instrumentality of violence to achieve the
desired goal. The third approach relates to the cultural
aspects that promote violent action.

Now, as mentioned, conflict is not necessarily a bad
thing. Even group conflicts are not evil. Conflicts
could lead to bonding and greater cohesion not only
among the members of the group but also between
groups. This happens if the conflicting groups could
agree on an overall framework in which the apparent
incompatibility is resolved. In fact progress in human
history may be seen as a continuous saga of conflicts
and their resolution. This appears to be the case from
the days of spears and arrows to current show of
intercontinental ballistic missiles.

Identity and Conflict

Some Questions to Be Addressed

Like identity, conflict may be personal (within the
individual) or between individuals or between groups.
Individuals experience identity conflicts because of
intrapersonal psychic incompatibilities. When incompatible goals, motivations and habits manifest then
there arises personal identity conflict within. Interpersonal incompatibility of goals leads to interpersonal
conflicts and intergroup rivalries. Group incompatibilities precipitate group conflicts that may result in social
upheavals, civil unrest and even wars. Our concern here
is with interpersonal and intergroup conflicts, which we
may not distinguish at this time, without ignoring the
fact the dynamics involved may in some cases different.

In the world of ubiquitous inequalities, conflicts are
natural and unavoidable. They are labeled differently
because their origins are different and the consequences are not uniform. The intensities of conflicts
vary enormously; and the levels of manifestations are
widely divergent. All this makes it difficult to precisely
define conflict and analyze it in terms of sustainable
categories for discussion. However, it would be helpful
to make a fundamental distinction between conflicts
that would have potentially beneficial outcomes and
those that are likely to have disastrous consequences. Is
it possible to describe their characteristics so that steps
may be taken to identify them at an early stage?

Interpersonal conflicts do not arise in isolation or when
individuals cooperate with each other. They arise when
(a) they are in competition with each other and (b) there
is incompatibility of goals sought. Again, these depend
on the perception of the incompatibility on the part of
the actors. When the individual/group attempts to
achieve the goals, then the conflict becomes manifest.
Thus following Mitchell (1981) we may trace the
progress of incompatibility of goals between two

Our present focus is on the destructive kind. Conflicts
that lead to collective violence are the ones that are
potentially dangerous. How does collective violence
come about? Is it something attributable to local actors
who suffer from “narcissism of violence”, organized
by “avaricious conflict entrepreneurs” (Collier et al.,
2003)? Is violence native to some, for whom “torture is
exciting, raping is fun, and looting is profitable”
(Jacoby, 2008)? On the other hand, is violence a learnt
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behavior that is prompted by structural factors rather
than innate in human condition?
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Over to Professor Miri:
The New Editor of JICPR

I

University). From 1993 to 1999, Miri served as the
Director of the Indian Institute of Advance Study,
Shimla when he was also appointed Chairman of the
Indian Council of Philosophical Research, Delhi for a
term of three years from 1994 to1997. He retired as the
Vice- Chancellor of NEHU in 2005. As a very well
deserved recognition of his valuable contributions to
philosophy, he was unanimously nominated as the
National Fellow of the Indian Council of Philosophical Research for the years 2008-2009.

am delighted to announce the nomination of the
new Editor of JICPR, Professor Mrinal Miri, who
has taken over as the Editor from January 2009 for
a term of three years. It would be nothing but stating
the obvious to point out that Professor Miri is a
renowned academic who has had a brilliant academic
career and who has also made very significant contributions to the field of analytic philosophy, particularly in
the areas of philosophy of mind and moral philosophy.
His interests include philosophy of culture, the arts,
education and the foundations of the social sciences.

Professor Miri has also made very significant contribution to our understanding of issues relating to tribal
cultures. He is the author of several books and numerous papers in professional journals in philosophy. He
has also published widely in professional multidisciplinary journals. He has published several books
of which the latest is Identity and the Moral Life (OUP,
2003). The list of books authored by Professor Miri
include: Philosophy of Psychoanalysis, Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla, 1997; Tribal India: Continuity
and Change (Ed), Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla, 1993; Five Essays on Kant (Ed), North Eastern
Hill University, 1987. He is currently engaged in writing
a book on Education and the Arts.

He was born in Shillong on August 1, 1940. His father,
Mr. Mohi Chandra Miri was an officer in the forest
service and is well known as the person who put the
now famous Kaziranga National Park on the map of
the world. His mother, Mrs. Indira Miri was a distinguished Educationist and did pioneering work in the

Among his Research Articles on Philosophy we may
mention here: "On Knowing Another Person", Journal
of Value Inquiry 18 (1), (1984); "Self-Deception",
Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 34 (4):576-585;
(1974); "Memory and Personal Identity" Mind 82
(January):1-21, (1973); "Persons and Their Bodies"
Philosophical Studies 24 (6), (1973).

Professor Mrinal Miri

Professor Miri has been a member of bodies like the
UGC and ICSSR. Currently, he is a member of the
CABE and CABC. He is also the recipient of several
awards including the Padma Bhushan for his contribution in the field of education and literature.

then NEFA and the present Arunachal Pradesh and for
her pioneering contribution to Education, she was
awarded the National Honour of Padmashree. Having
gone to various small town schools in Assam and other
places in North-East India to complete his primary and
secondary education, Miri went on to Presidency
College in Calcutta to pursue his B.A. (Hons.) degree in
philosophy and subsequently took his M.A. degree in
philosophy from the very prestigious St. Stephen's
College in Delhi. In 1964, Miri went to Cambridge
where he took his Tripos (in philosophy) and then also
his Ph.D. degree for his thesis, Personal Identity. After
returning to India, he taught at St. Stephen's College
from 1970 to 1974. In 1974, he moved to Shillong to
set up the department of philosophy in the newly
established central university (North Eastern Hill

Married to Sujata, a fellow philosopher and classmate
during their M.A. days in Delhi University, Professor
Miri resides at Delhi and is occupied in many academic
projects on Philosophy and Education. With his
becoming the Editor, we are absolutely certain that in
his expert hands the JICPR will bloom, become more
vibrant and will continue to serve the Philosophical
community in more meaningful ways than ever before.
Godabarisha Mishra
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swing. The details under different schemes of the
Council are given below.

The activities of the Council during this period with
effect from October 2008 to March 2009 were in full

Award
ICPR Life Time Achievement Award in Philosophy:
This year i.e. 2008-09, the Life Time Achievement
Award in Philosophy has been conferred on Professor
J.N. Mohanty. The award was instituted by the Council
two years back as the Research Project Committee of
the Council voiced the need for such an award for a
well-known philosopher for his distinguished work in

Philosophy in India. The first award was conferred on
Professor K. Satchidananda Murty. The second award
was given to late Professor Daya Krishna. This is the
third year and Professor J.N. Mohanty was selected by a
committee for his distinguished achievements in
philosophy.

Main Events
Ø A Book Release function was organized by the
Council on 12th November 2008. Hon'ble Minister
for State, MHRD, Smt. D. Purandareshwari visited
the Council's office and blessed the occasion with
her gracious presence. The book, Hand Book of

Indian Psychology edited by Professor K.
Ramakrishna Rao et al, was released. The publisher
of the book, Ms. Annie Hazarika gave her views on
the production of the book on this occasion.
Professor Rao talked about the contents of the

Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary, welcoming the
Hon'ble Minister of State (HRD), Smt. Purandeshwari

Hon'ble Minister releasing the book “Handbook
of Indian Psychology” by K.R. Rao et al.

Professor K. R. Rao, Chairman, ICPR felicitating
the Hon'ble Minister with a shawl.

Hon'ble Minister delivering the speech.
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Hon'ble Minister releasing the Profile of
the Council.

Professor J.N. Mohanty delivering the
Keynote Address

during January 5-8, 2009 at India International
Centre, New Delhi. The inaugural session was
chaired by Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR. Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR welcomed the delegates to the Conference. The Keynote address was given by Professor
J.N. Mohanty, Professor of Philosophy, Temple
University, USA. Professor Bina Gupta proposed
the Vote of Thanks. There were 6 Academic
Sessions; each session had two presentations with
respondents giving their comments on the papers.
There were around 25 participants including from
abroad who shared their views on aspects of the
theme of the Conference.

book. The function was presided over by Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao. The ICPR Profile for the
year 2008 was also released on this occasion.
Ø The Council had organized an International
Conference on Phenomenology, Globalization and
Indian Philosophy in collaboration with the Centre
for Advanced Research in Phenomenology, USA

Ø The National Workshop on “National Integration
and Identity-Violence” was organized by the Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla and the Indian
Council of Philosophical Research, New Delhi at
the North Eastern Regional Centre of Indian
Council of Social Science Research, NEHU
Campus, Shillong during March 20-23, 2009. The
Inaugural Function of the Workshop was held at
the old guest house auditorium and was chaired by
Professor Pramod Tandon, Vice-Chancellor,
NEHU, Shillong. Professor Mrinal Miri, Director
of the Workshop welcomed the gathering and gave
a thematic introduction of the Workshop. In his
introduction, Professor Miri dealt with the concept
of violence and how identity-violence has recently
created problems in many parts of the world,
especially in India.

Welcome by Professor G. Mishra

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao delivered the Key
Note Address and spoke on “Identity Violence
Perspectives.” Professor Rao explained the concept of violence by citing a number of cases of

Prof. Srinivasa Rao speaking. Prof. J.N. Mohanty
and Prof. Bina Gupta on the Dais.

9

Professor K.R. Rao making his presentation.

Professor Mrinal Miri, Director of the Seminar with
Dr. Azghar Ali Engineer

recent violent incidents in India with special
reference to identity politics. He spoke of group
identity and how identity movement leads to
identity violence. He also discussed the implications and ramifications of such violence and their
different causes besides dealing with the psychological structure of violence as well as the
Gandhian ways of arresting violence. He concluded his speech by pointing out how individual
value is efficacious in containing violence at the
levels of the individual, group and society.

papers were presented. In this session, the highlights were on pluralism and its effect on identity
politics. Professor Gautam Biswas, Professor S.S.
Rama Rao Pappu, Professor Rajesh Dev and
Professor Asghar Ali Engineer presented their
papers and they evoked a good lot of discussion
among the participants.
The broad topic of the Second Session was “Violence, Terrorism and Threat to National Life.”
Professor G. Mishra chaired this session. Dealing
with various aspects of the theme of the session,
Professor Madhuri Sondhi, Shri J.K. Tripathi and
Professor C.V. Raghavulu spoke on different
aspects of the topics evoking good participation.

Professor Pramod Tandon in his Presidential
Address gave an exposition of the concept of
violence and of the different ways in which we can
address this problem. The Chief Guest of the
function was Shri Ranjit Shekhar Mooshahary, His
Excellency the Governor of Meghalaya, who in his
brilliant exposition gave the causes of identity
violence in a pluralistic set up like the one we have
in this country. He pointed out the problems at a
gross-root level and referred to the fact that unless
the economic needs of the people are taken care of
and equality is inculcated in the people's minds,
violence cannot be meaningfully arrested. Quoting
from a large number of contemporary authorities,
His Excellency pointed out that there is an urgent
need to discuss this problem so that we may be able
to address the issues in the different regions of this
country ridden with identity violence. The Inaugural Function came to an end with a Vote of Thanks
proposed by Professor G. Mishra, MemberSecretary, ICPR.

The Third Session of the Workshop held on 22nd
March, 2009 was devoted to “Tribal India” and was
chaired by Professor A.C. Bhagbati. Professor
Sujata Miri, Professor Ranju Dhamala, Professor
Prasenjit Biswas, Professor T. Subba and Professor
Udayan Mishra presented their papers discussing
various aspects of Tribal India and Identity Politics
with special reference to North-Eastern states.
The Fourth Session of the Workshop was devoted
for discussing “Tagore, Gandhi, Nehru and
Ambedkar” and their contribution to the efforts of
achieving National Integration. The session was
chaired by Professor S.S. Rama Rao Pappu. There
were three papers presented by Professor Makrand
Paranjape, Professor Bindu Puri and Shri B.
Venketeswara Rao. The well-known participants in
this session shed light on different aspects of the
contemporary thinking concerning National
Integration.

The Workshop was topically divided into five
sessions. The First Session, held on March 21,
2009, was on “Plurality Linguistic, Cultural and
Religious and National Identity.” Professor
Mrinal Miri chaired this session during which four

The Fifth Session of the Workshop held on March
23, 2009 was devoted to “Global Economic Unity
and Cultural Autonomy; and Democracy, Individ-
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ual Freedom and Community Allegiances.” The
session was chaired by Dr. B.B. Datta. There were
five papers presented by Dr. Sanjeeb Kakoti, Dr.
Mangi Singh, Dr. Kympham Singh Nongkynreih
and Dr. Balakrishnan.
On the afternoon of March 23, 2009, the Valedictory Function was held under the Chairmanship of
Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR.
Professor Mrinal Miri made a brief summing up of
the whole seminar proceedings. It was followed by
a Valedictory Address by Sri B.N. Yugandhar,
Member, Planning Commission, Government of
India. Professor Yugandhar in his speech spoke
about the relevance of this Workshop and appreciated the organizers for holding such deliberations
which addressed the current problems of the
country. Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao delivered
the Presidential Address wherein he spelt out the
different projects and programmes of ICPR for
promoting philosophy, especially Applied Philosophy. The Workshop came to a successful conclusion with a Vote of Thanks by Professor G. Mishra,
Member-Secretary, ICPR.

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao giving the
Presidential Address. Prof. R.R. Verma,
Director of the Seminar with others on the dais

On the whole, the seminar was successful in
addressing many issues which had arisen out of the
earlier Workshop at IIAS, Shimla with its focus on
the problems of North-Eastern States of the
country. Professor G. Mishra expressed the hope
that this would be a continuing programme of the
ICPR and he further hoped that along with IIAS
the next Workshop would be organized again in
some place in the North East to continue with the
in depth deliberations on National Integration and
Violence related issues.

Book Release

women and the strategies to deal with them. The
translation of the autobiography of Flavia Agnes
'My Story, Our Story' was released by Dr. Uravashi
Butalia. There were three academic sessions on the
themes, Gender Equality and Education; Gender and
Masculinity and Gender and Agriculture respectively.
There were open discussions where all the participants could participate. In the inaugural session,

Ø A National Seminar on Transforming Gender
Relations: Redefining Masculinity, Education and
Agricultural Interventions was organized by Professor R. R. Verma during February 10-12, 2009 at
Lucknow. The Seminar was sponsored by ICPR.
Oxfam, India collaborated and Saajhi Duniya
organized the Conference.
The inaugural function was chaired by Professor K.
Ramakrishna Rao. In his presidential address he
elaborated on the distinction between the biological difference between men and women and the
socially constructed division of roles for men and
women. He was of the view that these two were
the main causes of gender discrimination. Ms.
Flavia Agnes inaugurated the Conference and
talked about the various forms of violence against

Prof. G. Mishra, Member Secretary,
speaks on the seminar
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Professor R.R. Verma, on behalf of Saajhi Duniya,
welcomed the guests and introduced the theme of
the seminar and also introduced the guests.
Professor G. Mishra, the Special Guest, talked
about the priority areas of ICPR and explained the
reasons behind the decision of the ICPR to hold
seminar on applied subjects having relevance to
social problems. In all the sessions excepting the
inaugural, the main presentations and the leading
comments by the main discussants were followed
by a very keen discussion by the audience which
comprised academics, activists and advocacy
experts.

Session on: Dignitaries and the participants

Refresher Course
The Department of Philosophy, University of Delhi,
organized from March 30, 2009 to April 19, 2009 an All
India Refresher Course on “Logic and Language:
Eastern and Western” for Lecturers and Research
Scholars of Philosophy teaching and doing research in
different colleges in India. The Refresher Course was
held without break, on Saturdays, Sundays and all
gazetted holidays.

aspect of “Philosophy of Language”, “Analytic
Philosophy”. For 'Western Logic' Professor Amitabha
Gupta of the Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai,
was invited and Professor V.N. Jha, former Director of
Institute of Advanced Study in Sanskrit, University of
Pune, taught Indian Logic. Professor P.K.
Mukhopadhyaya of Jadavpur University and Professor
Srinivasa Rao of Banglore University delivered lectures
and the latter was present as Observer and Evaluator
throughout the Refresher Course. Professors Srinivasa
Rao, Amitabha Gupta and V.N. Jha were the Core
Faculty of the Refresher Course.

The Department received a total of sixty four applications from eligible candidates from all over India and
fifty seven were selected. Out of these, eighteen were
from outside Delhi and thirty nine were from Delhi. In
addition, several teachers and research scholars from
Delhi Colleges and Jawaharlal Nehru University also
attended the sessions.

Each day of the Refresher Course was divided into four
sessions—two in the forenoon and two in the afternoon.

The Refresher Course was planned in such a way that
on each day there were two lectures on “Logic Eastern
and Western” and two lectures on one or the other

The participants were given reading material including
books like Kisor Kumar Chakrabarti's Classical Indian
Philosophy of Mind: The Nyaya Dualist Tradition, Motilal
Banarsidas Publishers, 2001, Annambhatta's

Professor Ashok Vohra, Director of the Refresher
Course addressing the participants and
Professor Mrinal Miri at the dais

Participants of the Refresher Course listening
to the lecture
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Tarksamgraha and detailed plan of lectures by the Core
Faculty. The Core Faculty also gave home work and
exercises for practice. The home work was regularly
evaluated and discussed with the individual participants
by the Core Faculty.

discussed Bhartrihari's theory of sentence meaning,
conditions of sentence meaning, relation between
intention and meaning. Ujjwala Jha in her two lectures
discussed 'Mimamsa's philosophy of language'.
Professor Bijoy Boruah in his three lectures discussed
the role of language in the description of mental
notions. Professor Vijay Tankha delivered three
lectures on the Greek theory of language. Professor P.K.
Mohapatra delivered four lectures on analytical
philosophy especially earlier and later Wittgenstein.
Professor Sanil V. delivered a series of three lectures on
the notion of 'text' in post-modern philosophy. He
specially related it with Rama Chandra Gandhi's
thought on language. Professor Amitabh Gupta
delivered lectures on post-Wittgensteinian thinkers like
Davidson, Putnam and Quine among others. Dr.
Kanchana Mahadevan in her lectures discussed
Structuralist, Post-structuralist and Deconstructionist
approach to language.

Professor Amitabha Gupta finished his course on
'Western Logic' in twenty lectures and Professor V.N.
Jha finished the teaching of Annambhatta's
Tarksamgraha in thirteen lectures. Four additional
lectures were delivered by Professor R.C. Das on
Sentential Logic and its Modal extensions. In Indian and
Western Logic, Professor Mukhopadhyaya delivered
four lectures. Professor S.S. Deshpande delivered a
series of two lectures on 'Deontic Logic'.
Professor Srinivasa Rao in his five lectures discussed
the Vedantic approach to language as opposed to the
Nyaya-Vaisesika approaches. Professor Godabarisha
Mishra in his lecture discussed the 'Advaitic notion of
language'. Professor Tandra Patnaik in her four lectures

Seminars
The Council conducted Seminars and sponsored few
universities in different parts of the country. Few
details of the Seminars as reported by the Seminar
Directors are given below:

more than 230 papers on various aspects on the
theme of the seminar. A book Perspectives on
Economic Development and Social Change was released
during this occasion.

Ø A National Seminar was organized by Institute of
Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies, University
of Allahabad on Exclusion/Inclusion and Gandhian
Strategies under the directorship of Professor M.P.
Dube during October 2-3, 2008. Shri T.N.
Chaturvedi former Governor, Karnataka was the
Chief Guest on the occasion. There were four
technical sessions in the seminar in which many
scholars from Political Science, Public Administration, Sociology, Law and Gandhian Studies Departments participated. The Valedictory Session on the
theme 'Relevance of Gandhism in Modern Times' had
some significant presentations by Professor
Ramjee Singh, Professor R.P. Mishra and Shri P.
Barthwal. There were interesting discussions and
deliberations to make the event more and more
lively and beneficial.

Ø K.J. Somaiya Centre for Studies for Jainism in
collaboration with Jain Visva-Bharati, Ladnun,
Rajasthan organized a two-day National Seminar
on Spectrum of Jainism in Southern India on 20-21
October 2008. The Seminar began with the
welcome address of Shri V. Ranganathan, Secretary
of Somaiya Trust and introduction of the theme by
Dr. Kokila Shah. In his Keynote address, Dr.
Hampa Nagarajiah traced the evolution of Jainism

Ø A two-day National Seminar was organized by the
Department of Economics, Andhra University on
Human Development and Social Exclusion on 6-7
October 2008 in honour of Professor K.S. Chalam
by Professor D. Pulla Rao. The seminar was a
remarkable one in view of the fact that there were

Welcome Address by Shri V. Raganathan,
Dr. Geeta Mehta and others on the dais.
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the Chief Guest. The main theme of the session
was bringing out the meaning of the Philosophy of
Rebellion. On the next day, there were three sessions. In the morning session papers were presented by Dr. Archana Degaonkar, Dr. Meenal
Katarnikar, Dr. Sharad Deshpande and Dr.
Shubhada Joshi on the theme “Methods of Philosophy” and in the afternoon there were 35 individual
papers. On the third day, there was students'
Essay-cum-Elocution Competition. Thus, the
three day sessions were a great success.
Ø The 53rd Session of the Akhil Bharatiya Darshan
Parishad was held during 8-10 November 2008 at
Gurukul Kangri University, Haridwar under the
directorship of Dr. Ambika Dutta Sharma. In the
inaugural session, Professor S.P. Dubey, Chairman
of All India Philosophy Association, Professor S.R.
Bhatt and Professor G. Mishra, Member Secretary,
ICPR addressed the participants. Professor Jaydev
Vedalankar was felicitated on this occasion. There
were two prizes awarded to Dr. Sarita Kumari and
Dr. Avinash Kumar Srivastava for their essays and
two Professors, Geeta Rani Agarwal and Dr.
Sandhya Sati for their publications. Two other
eminent scholars, namely, Dr. D.N. Yadav and Dr.
K.C. Pandey received awards for their books. Dr.
Deepak Ranjan and Dr. Karuna Sharma were also
given awards. There were 325 scholars present.
Professor U.S. Bisht was thanked by the organizers
for his excellent arrangements made during this
session.

Audience at the seminar on Jainism.

in Southern India. The inauguration was followed
by an illuminating speech by Dr. Sagarmal Jain on
Yapani Sect of Southern India. There were 4 academic
sessions with different presentations on the
contribution of Jainas to the society and culture of
South India. The Valedictory Session had many
important addresses by scholars. Dr. Geeta Mehta,
Director of the Seminar, expressed her gratitude to
all the participants who contributed to the seminar.
Ø The 83rd Session of the Indian Philosophical
Congress was held at the Department of Gandhian
Philosophy and Peace Research Centre, Gujarat
Vidyapeet, Ahmedabad during October 22-25,
2008. The session witnessed a galaxy of 254
delegates attending the session. There were 6
endowment lectures and speeches by the General
President and Sectional Presidents. 2 symposia on
Social Equality and Democracy, Gandhi's concept of
Sarvadharma Sambhava were arranged. There was
also an important and unique session on Demonstration of Yogic Method. A colloquium was held on
Gandhi on Peace and Ahimsa. There were five different sectional meetings and 140 papers were read by
the participants. A book on From the Files of Statesman was released by Professor Ramjee Singh. A
special lecture was delivered by Professor Kireet
Joshi. The organizers arranged a visit for the
participants to the Sabarmati Ashram. In all, this
session was academically fruitful to the scholars
and the delegates as well.

Ø A National Seminar on Hermeneutics of Philosophy,
Politics and Culture was held during November 1921, 2008 at North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong
under the directorship of Professor Vanlalnghak.
Under the chairmanship of Professor C.R. Agera,
the Conference began with a welcome address by
Professor B.K. Agarwala. The Inaugural address
was delivered by Professor (Mrs.) Temsula delving
into the possibility of doing Philosophy through
cultural studies in the context of tribal life of
Northeastern region.
Professor S.A. Shaida
delivered the keynote address, in which he traced
the origin and development of hermeneutics as a
philosophical method independent of natural
sciences that 'objectified' the meaning and truth in
terms of abstract mathematical and physical laws.
According to him, the role of human consciousness and specificity of human conceptual understanding by its very nature was 'interpretative' and
hence it assumes the shape of an ontological
enterprise.

Ø The 25th Session of Maharashtra Tattvagyan
Parishad was held at Shivaji University, Kolhapur
from 6-8, November 2008 under the Directorship
of Smt. Gauri Bhagwat, Executive President of
MTP and Dr. J.R. Debhole, Chief Coordinator of
the Adhiveshan. The Inaugural function had Shri
B.G. Kolsepatil (Ex-Judge, Mumbai High Court) as
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There were 8 sessions including the Inaugural and
the Valedictory Sessions. The 6 academic sessions
were chaired by Professors S.A. Shaida, Jagatpal,
B.K. Agarwala, Sujata Miri, Goutam Biswas, and
Lokenderjit Singh. There were 18 papers presented by learned scholars on different aspects of
the themes. In all, the seminar was attended by
more than 100 scholars, students and teachers.
Ø A National Seminar on Metaphysics: Methods and
Perspectives was organized by Dr. Aditya Kumar
Mohanty, Department of Philosophy, Utkal
University, Bhubaneswar during 21-23 November
2008. The inaugural session chaired by Professor.
P.K. Mohapatra had an interesting Keynote address
delivered by Professor Rajendra Prasad. Professor
Hrudananda Ray was the chief guest. There were
11 enriching academic sessions during the three
days of the seminar and the Chair persons of these
sessions were Professors B. Kar, G.P. Das, S.K.
Mohanty, B. Pahi, G. Vedaparayana, N. Malla, Rajat
Bhattacharya, D. Nesy, R.C. Pradhan and Tandra
Patnaik. The paper presenters were Professors
R.C. Pradhan, G. Vedaparayana, D. Nesy, B. Kar,
H.P. Shah, A.K. Mohanty, G. Mishra, Tandra
Patnaik, N. Malla, Rajat Bhattacharya and G.P. Das.

Prof. Nitin J. Vyas, Director of the Seminar
addressing the participants. Professor Thakur,
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. S. Rinpoche,
Prof. K. Ramakrishna Rao & others on the dais.

Nitin J. Vyas. The Seminar explored the deep
theoretical philosophical foundations of chit or
chetna beyond the commonly known waking
dream and sleep states. The eminent speakers who
made enormous contributions and gave the
seminar a significant direction were Professor K.
Ramakrishna Rao, Chairman, ICPR, Professor S.
Rinpoche, Chairman, Central Tibet Administration and many other scholars from all over India.
There were overseas participants from countries
like Israel, Greece, U.K. Canada and Ireland. The
inaugural keynote address which was delivered by

The valedictory function was presided over by
Professor Kar and the Chief Guest was Professor
B. Pahi. The Vice Chancellor of Utkal University,
Professor B. Rath was the guest of honour.
Ø A National Seminar on “The Need for Environmental
Ethics” was held for three days from 16 to 18
December 2008 under the directorship of Professor Y.V. Satyanarayana at Andhra University,
Vishakapatnam. The Vice Chancellor of Andhra
University along with Professor J.P. Shukla and
Professor R.P. Srivastava were the guests of
honour. The Keynote address was delivered by
Professor A.K. Mohanty of Utkal University.
There were 9 academic sessions with presentations
by twenty scholars. The seminar was focused on
different issues concerning environmental pollution, abuse of animals, striking a balance between
development and environmental degradation, the
measures to be taken to protect natural atmosphere, the ethical issues involved in the exploitation of nature and some other related issues.

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao,
Professor S. Rinpoche and others lighting the lamp.

Professor K. Ramakrishna Rao and the Presidential
address by Professor S. Rinpoche left a deep impact
among the participants of the seminar.

Ø A National Seminar on “Hypnotherapy: A PsychoPhilosophical Perspective of Hypnosis as the Therapy of
the Millennium” was held at Department of Philosophy, M.S. University of Baroda during 9-11
January 2009 under the directorship of Professor

The Seminar was unique in the sense that the
participants were from diverse fields of Philosophy, Psychology, Medicine and practicing
hypnotherapy expressing their views, thus achieving the objectives of the seminar.
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Ø A two-day National Seminar on “Socio-Political
thinking of Swami Vivekananda and the Challenge of
today” was org anized by Ramakrishna
Mahavidyalaya, Kailashahar, North Tripura on 2829 January 2009. The welcome address was
delivered by Professor Gurudas Choudhary, Vice
Principal of the organization and the keynote
address was delivered by Professor Y.V.
Satyanarayana. In his keynote address Professor
Satyanarayana showed how the contemporary
social problems such as caste system can be tackled
by Vivekananda's thinking. There were four
academic sessions and each session had five to six
presentations. There were raporteurs in each
session. Many young teachers and eminent scholars
participated in the seminar. Students also participated in the discussions of each session. The
details of the seminar have been put on the website
(www.tripurainfo.com). The Valedictory session
had Professor Satyanarayana and D. K. Mohanta
for presenting their views. Many dailies brought
out the events giving wide publicity about the
seminar.

Prof. R.N. Ghosh delivering the
Presidential Address.

sively devoted for research scholars and students.
In the Valedictory Session, a panel discussion was
held where an in-depth analysis was done by the
panelists. Dr. Basak proposed the vote of thanks.
Ø An International Seminar on “Hind Swaraj : 100
years and after” was organized by the University of
Delhi under the directorship of Professor (Ms)
Ashum Gupta, Director of Gandhi Bhawan at the
Conference Centre during 11-13 February 2009.
The Inaugural Session had a welcome address by
Professor Ashum Gupta. There was the lighting
of lamp by all the eminent speakers. The introduction of the seminar was given by Professor Vibha
Chaturvedi, Chairperson, Gandhi Bhawan. She
considered India fortunate to have had an icon like
Gandhiji and emphasized the need to bear in mind
his ideas while framing the policies as the nation
marches forward towards growth and progress.
She idolized Gandhiji as an icon, an exemplar and
messenger of peace and tolerance who stands on
its own class of dignity. The year 2009 marks the
centenary year of the book 'Hind Swaraj' which
contains all the seminal ideas of Mahatma Gandhi.
It is worthwhile to debate on Gandhi's philosophy
in the 21st century. It is the time when we should
pay real attention to how Gandhi's methodology
of non-violence, non-cooperation, moral courage
and atmashakti need to be revived. There were five
academic sessions and very learned scholars from
India and abroad spoke on the theme Hind Swaraj:
Text-context; Democracy: A Gandhian Critique;
Gandhi and Modern Civilization; Satyagraha and
Swaraj; Gandhian Vision of Indian Society. The
Seminar was well organized and attended by 400
scholars.

Ø A National Seminar on “Values Embedded in Indian
Culture and their Relevance at Present Time” was
organized on 3-4 Feb. 2009 at North Bengal
University, Darjeeling under the directorship of Dr.
Debika Saha and Dr. Jyotish Basak of the Department of Philosophy. The Seminar had participation of approximately 180 scholars. Professor
Indrani Sanyal of Jadavpur University delivered the

Professor Indrani Sanyal delivering the Keynote Address

Keynote address and Professor R.N. Ghosh
delivered the Presidential Address. There were
seven academic sessions in all. What was unique
about the seminar was that one session was exclu-
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Ø A National Seminar on “Freedom of Man and His
Attitude Towards Environment: Contemporary
Challenges and Moral Strategies” was held during
February 12-14, 2009 at HNB Garwal University,
Srinagar, Uttarakhand under the directorship of
Dr. Indoo (Pandey) Khanduri.
The chief guest of the Seminar, Professor J.P.
Shukla, Guest of honour Professor Sabhajit
Mishra, the Keynote Speaker, Professor Y.V.
Satyanarayana and Professor K.S. Singh, Vicechancellor of Garwal University threw light on the
theme of the seminar during the Inaugural Session.
There were many paper presenters who presented
their views on different aspects of the theme on
Environmental issues.

Professor R.P. Singh presenting his views

concept of morality. Professor Narendra Singh,
Director of the Seminar while presenting the
theme of the seminar also touched upon those
aspects of law not based on morality but dependent on it. In his keynote address, Professor R.P.
Singh discussed about the dialectics of morality
and law. The Presidential address was given by
Professor Rajen Harshe, Vice Chancellor of
Allahabad University who dealt with the diversity
of both law and morality. There were four speakers
in the first session. In the second session, there
were five interesting presentations on the subject.
The third session had four presentations. The last
day witnessed eight presentations. The Valedictory
Session had a very interesting address given by
Professor Janak Pandey and Professor Sabhajit
Mishra. It got concluded with the remarks of two
scholars, Professor S.P. Dubey and Professor R.C.
Sinha.

Ø A National Seminar on Morality and Law: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue was organized during February 16-18, 2009 at University of Allahabad under
the directorship of Professor Narendra Singh. The
Seminar was inaugurated by Professor Bhuvan
Chandel, former Head, Department of Philosophy, Punjab University, Chandigarh on February
16, 2009. Professor Chandel in her address threw
light on the concept of law and linked it with

Ø A National Seminar on Tallapaka Annamacharya's
Philosophy and Vaishnava Bhakti was held during 1214 March 2009 at S.V. University, Tirupati under
the directorship of Professor C. Govinda Raju.
Professor R.C. Dwivedi presiding over a session

Inaugural session of the seminar
Prof. N. Prabhakar Rao, Prof. C. Govinda Raju,
Director of the seminar and others on the dais

Prof. Bhuvan Chandel giving the Inaugural Address
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The inaugural session had the Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Professor N. Prabhakara Rao as the
Chief Guest. Professor Balagangadhara Rao,
Acharya Nagarjuna University delivered the
Keynote Address. Professor C. Govinda Raju,
Director of the Seminar introduced the theme of
the seminar. There were 24 paper presenters in 9
sessions on different aspects of Annamacharya's
philosophy. At the seventh session under the
Chairmanship of Professor G. Vedayarayana,
Professor C. Ramaiah gave a special lecture on
Annamayya's Visistadvaida.
The valedictory
session was marked by an inspiring address by
Professor R.V.S. Sundaram of Mysore.

Audience of the Inaugural session at
S.V. University Tirupati

Workshop

Inaugural Session of the Workshop on
Nyaya Mimamsa and Advaita Vedanta

Prof. R. Balasubramanian giving the certificate
to the participants

Ø A 15 day Textual Workshop on Nyaya, Mimamsa and
Advaita Vedanta (in English) was conducted at
Chinmay International Foundation Shodha
Sansthan,Veliyanad, Kerala from 15th to 29th
December 2008 under the directorship of Professor V.N. Jha and co-ordinated by Dr. K.H.
Subramanian, Hon. Director of CIF Shodha
Sansthan. The inauguration of the Workshop was
done by Hon. Justice Shri K. Narayana Kurup
(retd.). Dr. P.C. Muraleemadhavan, Chairman,
Managing Committee, Shodha Sansthan presided
over the function. The first six days of the workshop were on Nyaya and Mimamsa and Professors
V.N. Jha and Ujwala Jha were the resource persons
who taught the participants. The remaining days
of the workshop were devoted to Vedanta studies.
Vedantaparibhasa of Dharmaraja, Bhamati-Chatusutri
of Vachaspati and Vedanta Samgraha of Ramaraya
Kavi were the texts dealt by Professor R.
Balasubramanian, Dr. Goda Venkateswara Sastri,
traditional scholars of Chennai and Professor G.
Mishra Member-Secretary, ICPR respectively.

35 participants from all over India attended this
Workshop. In the Valedictory function chaired by
Swami Advayananda, Acharya, Chinmaya International Foundation, Professor R. Balasubramanian,
delivered the Valedictory address. Professor G.
Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR distributed the
certificates to all the participants.

Professor Godabarish Mishra delivering lecture
at the workshop

18

Ø Sri Satya Sai University, Department of Philosophy,
Anantapur organized a workshop on Indian
Philosophy and Social Concerns programme on
December 8-9, 2008 Dr. Sharada Subramanian, the
Director of the Workshop gave a welcome address
wherein she spoke on the importance of creating a
general awareness amongst students and scholars
about the relevance of Indian Philosophy in the
present social scenario as also the richness of
Indian Philosophy. The Inaugural Address was

given by Dr. Dwarka Rane Rao. The Keynote
address was given by Professor R. Balasubramanian who gave an analytic exposition of
various aspects of Indian Philosophy and clarified
the important concepts. There were 50 scholars
who presented their views on different themes on
Indian Philosophy. Every session was followed by
a brief discussion and a report on the proceedings.
The workshop was indeed a useful endeavor on
part of the organizers of the workshop.

International Philosophy Day
Every year the Council observes the International
Philosophy Day in the third week of November to
commemorate the birthday of Socrates as the
UNESCO had declared the same.

The theme of the session was Indian Sensibility. The
afternoon session was on Idea and Imagination.
There were three speakers. Professor S.K. Saxena
gave a lecture on Aesthetic Experience and its
cultural significance, from his long standing
expertise in the area.

The Council has been supporting the celebration of the
International Philosophy Day in all the Universities/Institutions.

Professor V. Sanil, IIT Delhi spoke on “Idea and
Imagination.” Dr. Manju Saxena enlightened the
audience by presenting her views on “Aesthetic
Experience and Western Thought.”

Around 20 Universities/Institutions were given grants
to organize seminars, debates, essay competitions,
panel discussions, symposia dialogues and colloquia for
celebration of the International Philosophy Day this
year.

Dr. Deepa Nag Haskar proposed a Vote of Thanks.
Ø The Department of Philosophy, HNB Garwal
University, Srinagar, Garwal, under the Directorship of Dr. Vibha Mukhesh, organized a Seminar
on the International Philosophy Day on 14th
November 2009. The theme of the seminar was
“The Concept of Human Consciousness in Indian Philosophy”. The seminar was inaugurated by the ViceChancellor of H.N.B. Garwal University, Srinagar.
The significance and relevance of Philosophy,
Science and Religion was brought out during the
seminar.

A good feed back has been received from these institutions. Here are some of the reports of the events held
during this period.
Ø ICPR's International Philosophy Day was organized at Delhi University under the directorship of
Professor Ashok Vohra on November 19, 2008 on
Philosophy and Aesthetic Experience. There were three
sessions. The first Session was marked by introduction given by Professor Ashok Vohra, Head,
D e p a r t m e n t o f P h i l o s o p hy. P r o f e s s o r
Godabarisha Mishra, Member Secretary of ICPR
welcomed the audience. The speaker of the first
session was Professor Mrinal Miri on “Philosophy
and Modern Predicament”. In the second session
there were three speakers. Professor Rekha Jhanji,
Chandigarh spoke on “Aesthetic Experience and
Indian sensibility”, Professor Parul Dave Mukherji,
School of Art and Aesthetics, JNU gave her
presentation on “Rethinking the Comparative
Method: Representations of the East-West Divide
in the Study of Indian Aesthetics”.
Dr. Rekha Navneet, Delhi University spoke on
“Concept of Rasa and Abhinava Gupta.”
This session was chaired by Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan
who gave a thought provoking Presidential address.
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Ø On 20th November 2008, the Department of
Religious Studies, Punjabi University observed the
International Philosophy Day with full enthusiasm.
A renowned scholar Professor Harjit Singh G.K.
Emeritus Professor, JNU, delivered a lecture on the
theme “Conceptual Constructs in Guru Granth Sahib”.
The lecture programme was presided over by Dr.

Ø The Department of Philosophy, University of
North Bengal, Siliguri celebrated the International
Philosophy Day on 18th November 2008. The
theme and topic for discussions chosen by the
department were “Interrelationship between Philosophy,
Science and Culture” and “The Need of Philosophy as a
Core Subject in School and Higher Education”

Vice-Chancellor's Address

Professor Manjulika Ghosh and Professor Bhaswati
B. Chakraborty on the dais delivering their lectures

Jaspal Singh, Vice Chancellor, Punjabi University,
Patiala. The faculty and students attended and
participated in the lecture. The lecture was concluded by discussions. The celebration was
reported in the dailies like Hindustan Times, Dainik
Jagaran etc.

The celebration of the Day was marked by Dr. K.L.
Das introducing the proceedings by explaining the
importance of observing such a day dedicated to
philosophy. Dr. Das commended the steps taken
by the ICPR in propagating philosophical values
supporting such causes. Professor Bhaswati
Chakraborty in her deliberation expressed deep
concern over the present social conditions in India
and World at large. She defined culture as an all
inclusive human phenomenon and brought out the
place of philosophy in it. Only philosophy can save
human kind from the present crises which is
actually the crisis of values. Professor Manjulika
Ghosh, one of the main speakers spoke on the
topic “The need of Philosophy as a core subject in
School and Higher Education” and explained how
philosophy is intimately related to Society, Culture
and Values which provide us basics for education.
Professor G.C. Khan explained the different facets
of secularism and the need of inculcating it. Dr.
Jyotish Ch. Basak appreciated the students for their
interest in philosophy. He further emphasized that
philosophy plays a vital role in building a nation and
society. Dr. Benulal Dhar spoke on 'Nature and
Range of Philosophical Activities'. Dr. Debika
Saha spoke on the overall relation between philosophy science and culture. The participants of those
discussions and lecture programme were more than
100 in number.

Professor Gill delivering his speech

The Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Jaspal Singh, while
delivering his presidential remarks, appreciated
Professor Gill's works that were devoted to the
study of Gurbani. He also exhorted the gathered
galaxy of scholars to go deep in their research for
exploring the meaning of heritage and employ
simple and less complex language in their writings.
Ø The International Philosophy Day was celebrated
on November 27, 2008 by the Department of
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Professor Mohd. Muquim speaking on the theme

Dr. Majhi Welcomes the Guest

seminar was comprised six sessions including the
Inaugural Session which began on November 27th,
2008 at 5.00 p.m. Dr. Sanaullah Mir in his welcome
address brought out the significance of the seminar
by showing how methodological questions have
always deep impact on doing of Philosophy.
Professor John C. Miller, University of Colorado,
USA was the Chief Guest at the Inaugural Session
of the Seminar. Professor Miller stressed the
importance of Applied Philosophy in Contemporary Global society. According to him, Philosophers should take up ethical issues pertaining to
bio-technological developments, business, sports
engineering etc., as well as social, political, legal
issues and environmental degradation and global
warming. Dr. Mohamad Muquim, Chairperson of
Philosophy Department gave an elaborate account
of research methodology in Philosophy. Professor
A.R. Kidwai, Director, Academic Staff College
who was the Guest of honour, stressed the need
for reconciliation between scientific rationality and
human creativity. Professor D.N. Tiwari presented
his views on 'Nature and Method of Research in
Indian Philosophy' by pointing out certain models

Philosophy, Assam University Silchar. On this
occasion a regional seminar on Philosophy of Education for Peace was organized by Dr. R.C. Majhi, Head
of the Department of Philosophy. While Dr.
Majhi delivered the welcome address, Professor
Goutam Biswas, Dean, School of Humanities gave

Prof. Goutam Biswas talking on the theme
of the session.

a justification of the theme. He explained how
'Peace' is a positive concept and the world situation
would improve if the difference between saying and
doing could be bridged. Professor Sibnath Sarma
gave the Keynote Address during the Inaugural
Session.
There were two technical sessions with four
presentations in all. The speakers were Professor
T.B. Subba, Professor N. Biswas, Professor
Vanlalnghak, and Professor Abhik Gupta. The two
sessions were chaired by Professor Sibnath Sarma
and Professor T.B. Subha
Ø A two day Seminar was held on Research Methodology
in Philosophy during November 27-28, 2008 by the
Department of Philosophy, AMU, Alligarh. The

Professor Miller giving his address
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Sebastian, Dr. Jameela Begum and was chaired by
Dr. S. Radha. The second session was chaired by
Dr. Sambasiva Prasad and the session was exclusively devoted to students for presentation of their
views. The third session was chaired by Professor
S. Panneerselvam and speakers were Dr. S. Radha,
Dr. Venkatachalapathy, Dr. Sambasiva Prasad, and
Dr. R. Lakshmi. The last session chaired by
Professor D. Nesy had presentations by Dr.

Professor D.N. Tiwari presenting his views

of Philosophy. There was another interesting
presentation by Professor Spyridon Rangos,
Department of Philosophy, University of Patras,
Greece. In his presentation on 'Method of Aristotle's
Metaphysics' he brought out the inseparability of
research from History of Philosophy. Newspapers
like Dainik Sahara, Hindustan, Aaj, Shah Times,
Dainik Jagaran, Amarujala, Raaj Path etc., projected
the event in a grand manner thus giving wide
publicity about ICPR which created awareness in
the minds of the general public.

Professor D. Nesy welcoming the audience

Sreekala M. Nair, Professor Kanthamani and
Professor S. Panneerselvam. Comments and
interventions followed every presentation, making
the sessions interesting and enriching. Dr. P.K.
Pokker delivered the Valedictory address. There
were distribution of prizes for the winners of the
Quiz and Elocution competitions conducted by
the department on this occasion.

Ø A Seminar on Aadhunik sandarbh mein darshan ki
upayogita was held during 6-7 December 2008 at
B.N. Mandal University, Madhepura on the occasion of International Philosophy Day. There were
three sessions including the inauguration. This
Inauguration Session was marked with the welcoming remarks by Dr. Vidya Devi, Head, Department
of Philosophy, BNMU, Addresses by the ViceChancellor, Professor R.P. Srivastava and Guest
speakers Professor Ashok Vohra and Professor
Godabarisha Mishra were made. There were eight
presentations by scholars. On 7th December 2008,
the seminar was concluded with a Valedictory
Session followed by lunch.

Ø On the 12th of December 2008, the Department
of Philosophy, North Eastern Hill University
organized a One-day workshop on the theme
“Consciousness and Culture”. There were seventy
scholars who participated in this programme
including the teachers from various colleges in
Shillong and Jowai. There were scholars from
other departments, like Physics, Library Science,
Chemistry, History, Biochemistry, Economics, and
Political Science etc., which created some kind of
awareness.

Ø Professor D. Nesy, Department of Philosophy,
University of Kerala welcomed the audience at the
inaugural function on the occasion of the International Philosophy Day celebration held during 1112th December 2008. It was a two-day regional
seminar on the theme “Need of Philosophy as a core
subject in School and Higher Education” and it was
inaugurated by Professor Hrdayakumari, Principal
(Rtd.), Govt. College for Women. Dr. Balamohan
Thampi delivered the Presidential Address. There
were four academic sessions. The speakers of the
first session were Shri C. Bhaskar, Dr. V.T.

The programme began with the welcome speech
delivered by Dr. E.R. Tongper. Dr. P. Biswas gave
introduction to the theme of the workshop. The
Chief Guest, Professor R.N. Charan stressed on
the very notion of Consciousness which is a matter
of enquiry to both scientists and philosophers of
modern times. He also emphasized the need for
interdisciplinary approach to the study of con-
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Classical framework. Dr. Joseph explained the
meaning of culture and tried to bring out the
important characteristics of culture.
The lectures were followed by discussions which
proved to be extremely fruitful to all who were
present.
Ø A workshop on 'Need of Philosophy as a core subject in
School and Higher Education' was organized by
Department of Philosophy, Magadh University,
Bodh Gaya on the occasion of the International
Philosophy Day on 18th and 19th December 2008.
The Harvard University teacher, Professor David
inaugurated the workshop by lighting the lamp
while Professor Kusum Kumari, Head welcomed

The Chief Guest's Address

sciousness for a better understanding of the same.
Professor B.K. Agarwal explained the relevance of
consciousness study in the understanding of
culture which comes from collective consciousness.
The academic session had three lectures delivered
by Professor Bijoy Mukherjee, Vishwa Bharati,
Professor R.P. Bajpai and Dr. P.V. Joseph respectively. The themes of their lectures were “Consciousness, Quantum Physics and Language”,

Professor David lighting the lamp
during inauguration

the delegates and participants and introduced the
subject by laying emphasis on introducing Philosophy at School and Higher Education level as a core
subject under the changing circumstances where
entire world has been engulfed by chaos, uncertainty, terrorism and religious conflicts.
Professor David referred to various off-shoots of
modern philosophy. Professor I.N. Sinha advocated launching Yoga Philosophy and other ethical
and value based moral teaching. Dr. N. K.
Ambastha in his speech on the concept of education vis-à-vis philosophy suggested various techniques of enriching wisdom. The other speakers
were Dr.V.K. Sinha and Dr. Shamal Kishore.

Inaugural Session, Prof. R.N. Sharan, Chief Guest,
Prof. B.K. Agarwala, Dr. E.R. Tongpher,
Dr. P. Biswas and Prof. Bijoy Mukherjee on the dais

Consciousness; and Culture respectively. Professor Mukherjee explored the possibility of an
alternative interpretation of consciousness avoiding dualism and disjunctives of quantum physics
and showed the possibility of mind-independent
and reality-independent nature of Consciousness.
Professor Bajpai looked at consciousness as a kind
of natural phenomena and also as a pure Quantum
effect without any classical analogue and to be
incomprehensible in Philosophy, Culture and
Biology built on the foundation provided by the

Ø The Department of Philosophy, University of
Mumbai organized the International Philosophy
Day on 19th December 2008 by way of arranging
lecture by Professor Philip Clayton of USA. The
lecture was followed by two Round Tables on the
themes 'Philosophy Prospective and Future' and
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Professor Philip Clayton delivering the lecture

Prof. Edgar Bauer, Professor S.R. Bhatt, and
Dr. Samani Riju Prajna on the dais.

'Yoga and Peace' respectively. Professor Clayton
spoke on Consciousness. The programme was
concluded by the papers presented by three guest
speakers. The Round table Chairpersons were
Professor Pradep Gokhale, Pune University and
Professor Ramesh Dave. There was participation
by eight students in each of the Round Tables and
many other undergraduate students, faculty and
visitors were benefited by this programme.

and Human Existence. There were twelve scholars
from outside Ladnun and fifty scholars from
within Ladnun.
There were seven sessions in all and many interesting papers were presented by the scholars. The
titles of the papers were : Dualism in Jainism; The

Ø The Department of Jainology and Comparative
Religion and Philosophy of Jain Vishwa Bharati
University, Ladnun organized a two-day Seminar
on the occasion of the International Philosophy
Day during December 20-21, 2008. The Inaugural
Session took off well with Professor M.R. Gelra,
Jaipur as the Chief Guest, and Professor S.R. Bhatt

Dr. Samani Chaitanya Prajna giving the
Welcome Address

Philosophy of Anekant and Interculturality; Environmental Ethics; Vilem Flusser: on the End of History and
futurity of Time; Interrelation of Philosophy, Religion and
Science in Indian Thought; Scientific, background of Jain
Philosophical Concepts; Sharing for Survival, Philosophical
and Scientific Basis of Sustainable Development, The
Concept of God; A Higher form of life in Jainism; The
Role of Science and the Spiritual Values in Education;
Philosophical, Scientific and Religious Interpretation of
Dreams; Education in Reference to Science, Philosophy and
Culture. The two-day seminar proved to be very
beneficial for all the scholars.

Professor S.R. Bhatt delivering the Keynote address

as a special guest. Professor Muni Mahendra
Kumar gave the Keynote address and the welcome
address was given by Dr. Samani Chaitanya Prajna.
Professor Muni N. Mahendra Kumar spoke on
reconciliation between Spirituality and Science.
Professor Bhatt's address was on Philosophy, Culture

Ø The Department of Philosophy, Jadavpur University organized a two-day workshop on the theme
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'The Future of Philosophy' on 17th and 18th of
November 2008. The two-day Workshop was
inaugurated by Professor Sukharanjan Saha, Retd.
Professor, Jadavpur University. In his short
address he spoke about a crisis of the subject in our
Society. He suggested that the task of the teachers
and students of philosophy is to think of a brand
of philosophy that would be a comprehensive
study of all the philosophies practiced by different
nations. In her welcome address, Professor
Madhumita Chattopadhyay, Head, Department of
Philosophy rightly pointed out that the study of
philosophy need not be alienated from our ordinary
daily existence. Professor Indrani Sanyal introduced the topic of the workshop by reiterating the
real need for making people aware of the fact that
they were living their lives with the help of philosophy. The Keynote Address was delivered by
Professor Sourin Bhattacharya who pointed out
how simple words used in our language can engage
us in serious philosophical discussions. He was,
however, apprehensive about the gradual reduction
in the scope of a dialogue between philosophers
and ordinary life.

chaired the first session. The first speaker Shri
Durjoy Ghosh viewed Philosophy as a study which
helps to build an analytical mind that can dispense
our doubts. The second speaker, Smt. Swati
Bhattacharya highlighted the different connotations of the term samvada and then shared her
experience as a media person. There were other
speakers, like Dr. Gopa Dutta, Dr. Prayash Sankar,
Shri Tarun Datta and Dr. Sonidatta Bhattacharya.
The entire session ended with the Pranab Kumar
Sen Memorial Prize distribution ceremony. The
prize was awarded to Smt. Ipsita Ray. This was
followed by a valedictory session.
Ø Annamalai University also organized a One-day
Regional Seminar on Interrelationship between Philosophy, Science and Culture on 24th December 2008. The
inaugural address was given by Professor M.
Ramanathan, Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai University in which he pointed out that philosophy is

The first session chaired by Professor Amita
Chatterjee had two lectures, one by Professor
Sadhan Kumar Chakraborty and the other by Shri
Shibasis Chakraborty. There was a post lunch
debate session on “Need of Philosophy in Schools and
Higher Studies” Out of eighteen participants four of
them spoke against the notion that philosophy is to
be taught in schools as well as university which
shows that the majority of the young minds also
had a similar thinking. The day ended with a film
show on 'Monchay Murshidabad'. The second day
had two sessions of which Professor Shefali Moitra

Inaugural address by Dr. M. Ramanathan,
Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai University

fundamentally related to science and culture and
spoke at large on the necessity of philosophy for
the purposeful and meaningful life of an individual
in the society. Dr. K. Mariappan, Hon'ble member
of Human Rights Commission, Govt. of Tamil
Nadu delivered the keynote address and Dr. S.
Rajendran, Dean, Faculty of Arts presided over the
Inaugural function. The seminar was attended by
academicians, research scholars, and students from
various regional universities and colleges. Professor A. Appan Ramanujan, Vivekananda College
and Dr. R. Murali, Head, Department of Philosophy, Madurai College, Madurai spoke on the
following topics

Professor Shefali Moitra chairing the second
academic session on the International
Philosophy Day

1. Philosophy and Science
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Presidential address by Dr. S. Rajendran, Dean,
Faculty of Arts, Annamalai University

Valedictory Address by Dr. M. Rathinasabapathi
Registrar, Annamalai University

2. Ethics of Science & Technology: Post Modern
Perspectives.
In the second session, Dr. Bhaskaran, Registrar,
Tamil University, Thanjavur and Professor S.
Paneerselvam, Madras University, Chennai spoke
on Interrelationship between Philosophy, Science and
Culture and Philosophy and Culture respectively.
After the presentations there was good discussion
among the scholars. There were 100 scholars who
attended the seminar. The valedictory function had
Dr. M. Rathinasabhapathi, Registrar Anamalai
University. He was requested to distribute the
certificates and give his valedictory address.

Valedictory Function

Annual National Lectures
The Council organizes National Lectures every year by
leading and eminent scholars to acquaint the philosophical community with the recent thoughts of
leading philosophers and provide opportunity for

interaction with them. The Council organizes every
year two National Lectures by Scholars from India and
two from abroad in different parts of the country.

Lectures by Professor Philip Clayton, Visiting Professor (Overseas)
can Process Philosophy “Contribute to Social Change 'for
the Common Good'?” on 20 December 2008.

At Mumbai:
Professor Clayton delivered a lecture at K.J. Somaiya
Centre for Buddhist Studies on ‘Philosophy of Religion :
Panentheisms East and West' on 18 December 2008. He
further gave another lecture at University of Mumbai
on the topic On Freedom and the Philosophy of
Mind: “The Asymptotic Theory of Free Will: Why
Neuroscience Undercuts both Compatibilitist and
Libertarian Accounts of Freedom” on 19 December
2008. A lecture was also organized by Dr. A. Shakuntala
Singh, Mumbai on the topic On Process Thought: “How

At Chennai:
The Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute agreed to
organize the lectures of Professor Philip Clayton,
ICPR's Annual Visiting Professor for the year 2008-09.
Under the directorship of Dr. V. Kameshwari a series
of two lectures were held on 22-23rd December 2008.
The lecture series were inaugurated by Professor G.
Mishra, Member Secretary, ICPR. On the second day
of the lectures, Professor R. Gopalakrishnan was
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Prof. G.Mishra introducing the speaker

Prof Clayton being given a memento by
Professor R. Gopalakrishnan

Prof. Clayton delivering his lecture

An audience of senior scholars

invited by the Institute as the Chief Guest. Professor
Clayton lectured on the topic “On Philosophy of
Religion: Pantheisms East and West” and “On Process
Thought: How can Process Philosophy contribute to Social
Change for the Common Good?” respectively. The
lectures were attended by a learned audience of
Professors from both Sanskrit and Philosophy departments.

December 2008. Professor Clayton spoke on “On
Religion and Science: “Contemporary Trends in Science-Religion
Scholarship in the West' and “On Freedom and the Philosophy
of Mind: The Asymptotic Theory of Free Will: Why Neuroscience Undercuts both Compatibilist and Libertarian Accounts of
Freedom”.

At Vishakhapatnam:

At New Delhi, a day long lecture cum discussion was
organized at the JNU by Professor R. P. Singh where
there was a large participation by scholars from not
only JNU, but also from Delhi University, Miranda
House, and IIT. Professor Philip Clayton spoke on the
topic “Reality Consists of events, Not things; Process
Philosophy, Social Responsibility and the Indian Traditions”. In his presentation, Professor Clayton went
into the details of philosophy as love of wisdom and
the dialogical method for philosophizing. He took up
such issues where knowledge derived from wisdom is
important. This can be found in the consequences and
the results. These are the issues concerning applied

At Delhi:

Professor Clayton delivered lectures on 26-27 December 2008 on the topics “On Freedom and the Philosophy of
Mind: “The Asymptotic Theory of Free Will: Why Neuroscience Undercuts both Compatibilist and Libertarian Accounts of
Freedom” and “On Process Thought: How can Process Philosophy contribute to Social Change for the Common Good?” at
Andhra University, Vishakhapatnam.

At Bhubaneshwar:
The Department of Philosophy, Utkal University
arranged lecture series of Professor Clayton on 29-30
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philosophy as comparative and transcultural method
could be used for analyzing such issues. Professor
Clayton took up five issues for presentation. These
were:

At Bangalore:
Two lectures were arranged by Suvidya College,
Bangalore on 5-6 January 2009, where Professor
Philip Clayton presented his views on the topics “On
Philosophy of Science: From Reductive to 'Broad' Naturalism,
and Beyond: The Harvard Debate and Expanding the Range of
Empirical Study” and “On Personal Agency and Ultimacy:
“The Challenge of Ultimacy: Toward a PanentheisticParticipatory Theory of Agency” respectively.

1. Is Philosophy good for anything?
2. What is the status of applied philosophy?
3. What methodology should we pursue in order to
philosophize?

A seminar was held at NIAS arranged by Dr. Sangeeta
Menon where Professor Philip Clayton spoke on “Self
and Self Transformation: Concept and Implications”
during 7th to 9th January 2009.

4. What exactly is the status of Process philosophy?
5. What are the social consequences of process
philosophy?
The Department of Philosophy, Delhi University,
Delhi under the directorship of Professor Ashok
Vohra organized a one day lecture by Professor Philip
Clayton on January 12, 2009. The lecture was on
“Process Philosophy, Social Responsibility, and Indian Traditions”. Professor Mrinal Miri chaired the session and
the lecture was attended by about 100 teachers from
colleges all over Delhi, and various Departments of the
University as well as students and research scholars.
It was also attended by teachers of neighbouring
universities. The lecture was followed by intense
discussion.

At Lucknow:
Professor Philip Clayton delivered lectures at the
Academic Centre, Lucknow on 10th January 2009 on
the following topics:
(i) On Philosophy of Religion : 'Panentheisms East
and West'
(ii) On Philosophy of Science: From Reductive to 'Broad'
Naturalism, and Beyond: The Harvard Debate and
Expanding the Range of Empirical Study
Scholars from all over Lucknow attended the lectures
and were benefited.

Lectures by Professor Ramakrishna Puligandla,
Visiting Professor (Overseas)
Professor Ramakrishna Puligandla, ICPR's Annual
Visiting Professor (overseas) an Emeritus
Professor, University of Toledo, USA nominated for
the year 2008-09, delivered lectures at the following
places:

Knowledge and Reality in Buddhist Logic”. The lecture was
attended by about 100 scholars from Delhi, Choudhary
Charan Singh University, Meerut, Aligarh Muslim
University, Kurukshetra University and Punjab University, Chandigarh. Professor Mrinal Miri chaired the
lecture session. There was an intense discussion after
the lecture of the Visiting Professor.

(a) Bombay University, Mumbai 5-6 February 2009.
(b) K.J. Somaiya Institute of Buddhist Studies,
Mumbai 7-8, February 2009.

Professor Puligandla delivered lectures at the Department of Philosophy, University of Hyderabad on the
following topics:

(c) S.V. University, Tirupati -12-14 February 2009
(d) University of Hyderabad - Feb. 16-18, 2009

(a) Similarities between the Phenomenologies of
Hegel and Husserl

At Bombay University, Mumbai, Professor Puligandla
spoke on “Consciousness, Cosmology and Science: An
Advaitic Analysis” on 6th February 2009.

(b) Methods and Problems in Husserl’s Transcendental Logic and Paradoxes of Non-Independent
Observations.

On February 27th 2009, Delhi University had the
privilege of arranging the lecture of Professor
Ramakrishna Puligandla. He lectured on “Negation,

The lectures were well attended by students and
teachers.
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Lectures by Professors Probal Dasgupta, Visiting Professor
(Indian) 2008-09
At Jadavpur University, Kolkata:

At University of Madras, Chennai:

The Department of Philosophy under the headship of
Dr. Madhumita Chattopadhyaya at Jadavpur University
arranged the lectures of Professor Probal Dasgupta on
24th November 2008 and 14-16 January 2009 on the
topic “Philosophy and Language”.

Professor Probal Dasgupta delivered lectures on 23-24
February 2009 on Substantivist linguistic theory at
University of Madras, Chennai which was arranged by
Dr. Siniruddha Dash.

At Vishva Bharati, Shantiniketan:

At English and Foreign Languages
Department, Hyderabad:

Three lectures were arranged by Dr. Bijoy Mukherjee
from February 13-15, 2009 on the theme “Discourse
and Generative Grammar: a Substantivist Approach.”
The lectures were attended widely by teachers not only
from Philosophy Department but also from other
language department as well as Indology Department.

Lectures of Professor Probal Das Gupta were
arranged by Professor Syed A. Sayeed, Head, Department of Arts, Aesthetics and Comparative Philosophy
during 24-28 February 2003, to be delivered at
Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Lectures by Professor G.C. Nayak, Annual Visiting Professor
(Indian) 2008-09.
Department of Philosophy, Gauhati University,
Gawhati during 17-19 February 2009 on the following
topics:

At Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha,
Tirupati:
Professor G.C. Nayak, Annual Visiting Professor 200809 delivered lectures at Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha,
Tirupati on the following topics during 5-9 February
2009.

1. Justice in Buddhism
2. Sunyata
3. The Concept of Karuna

At Sampurnanand Sanskrit University,
Varanasi:
Professor Nayak delivered a series of three lectures
during March 17-19, 2009 on
1. Philosophy of Advaita and World peace
2. Philosophy of Kalidasa
3. Indian Philosophy and its Social Concern

Prof. G.C. Nayak alongwith Prof. Kutumba Shastri
at Rashtriya Sanskrit University, Tirupati

1. Moral Values in Vedanta
2. Philosophical thoughts on Brihad Jatakam
3. Synthesis of Yoga with special reference to
Srimadbhagavadam
The faculty members and students of the University
were greatly benefited by the series of lectures.

At Gauhati University:

Professor G.C. Nayak delivering lectures at
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi

Professor G.C. Nayak delivered Annual Lectures at the
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Lectures by Professor P.K. Mukhopadhyaya, National Fellow.
r e m a r k s. A l l l e c t u r e s o f P r o f e s s o r P. K .
Mukhopadhayaya were scholarly and highly appreciated. On behalf of the School of Philosophy and
Culture, Dr. V.K. Tripathi expressed thanks to the
National Fellow.

At Academic Centre, Lucknow
Professor P.K. Mukhopadhyaya, National Fellow,
delivered lectures on 13-17 November 2008 at the
Academic Centre, Lucknow on the topic “Philosophy
of Language : Indian and Western”.

At Kurukshetra:

At Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University,
Katra, Udhampur, J&K

Professor P.K. Mukhopadhyaya delivered lectures
during 26-27 March 2009 on the following topics at
Department of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit, Kurukshetra
University.

Professor P.K. Mukhopadhaya, National Fellow
delivered lectures on 25-26 November 2008. The
topic of the lectures were Logic: Indian and Western,
Philosophy of Language: Indian and Western.

1. 26 March 2009 (forenoon): Changing Perceptions
of Indian Philosophy and Culture.

Professor Mukhopadhaya in his lecture argued that
Indian Logic is strikingly different from Western Logic
since Indian Logic is epistemological in nature whereas
Western Logic is formal and detached from any psychological contents. Further he distinguished between
“Doing Logic' and 'Philosophically Reflecting on
Logic'. He delivered three technical lectures and a
general lecture on theme Science Technology and Society: A
philosopher's response. The lecture was a great success and
was attended by faculty members and students of
university. Professor N.K Bansal, Vice Chancellor
presided over the session and gave thought provoking

2. 26 March 2009 (forenoon) : Bhartrhari and Philosophy of Language I
3. 26 March 2009 (afternoon) : Bhartrhari and
Philosophy of Language II
4. 27 March 2009 (forenoon) Understanding and
Knowing : A problem in the theory of Sabda
Pramana-I
5. 27 March 2009 (forenoon) Understanding and
Knowing : A problem in the theory of Sabda
Pramana-II

Periodical Lectures

The Council organized Periodical lectures in the
following places yielding very good results.

Ø The Philosophy Department, under the headship
of Ms. Monica Saikia, Sibsagar College, Joysagar,
Assam organized a lecture by Dr. Girish Boruah
on 'Advaita Vedanta and Vaishnavism of Mahapurusha
Sri Sri Sankaradeva' on 12 December 2008. A
large number of scholars as well as teachers of
philosophy and other disciplines attended the
same.

Dr. Girish Boruah lecturing

Audience spell bound

The Council organizes Periodical Lectures for the
promotion of philosophy among young students of
different cities in India on a low cost budget. Senior
scholars of the local area are requested to lecture to the
young scholars, researchers and teachers so as to enable
them to be benefited by the lectures.
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Professor D.N. Dwivedi lectures on the importance
of Philosophy

Dr. H.C. Yadav introducing the speakers,
Prof. H.S. Prasad and Prof. A.D. Sharma

Ø Dr. H.C. Yadav, Head, Department of Philosophy,
DAVP College Ausanganj, Varanasi organized a
lecture programme by inviting Professors, H.S.
Prasad of Delhi University and Ambika Dutta

the lecture programme which was well arranged by
Dr. Seema Sharma, Head of the Department of
Philosophy.
Ø Two eminent scholars namely, Professor P.K.
Mohapatra of Utkal University and Professor N.
Malla of NEHU delivered lectures on the topics
“Ethics and the Society” and “Philosophy of
Education in the Indian Context” respectively at
the Department of Philosophy, Choudwar College, Cuttack on 28th January 2009. A large
number of teachers and students of philosophy
department and other departments attended and
participated in the lecture. The thrust of the
lectures was to emphasize Philosophical and
Ethical Knowledge which are of prime importance
at all professional levels and also on how the
present educational system could be changed by
creating good human beings to develop their
cognitive faculty for a better living.

Professor H.S. Prasad delivering the
Periodical Lectures

Sharma of Sagar University to speak on the topic
Philosophy in the Contemporary World on 16th
January 2009. While Professor H.S. Prasad spoke
on the Significance of Philosophy in Society by speaking
of moral values and its criteria we adopt, Dr. A.D.
Sharma expounded the view that where science
ends, philosophy begins and therefore, the contribution of philosophy to the society and the contemporary world is far greater. The lecture
programme was reported in different newspapers.
Ø On the topic Aaj ke samaajik Parivesh mein darshan ki
Upyogita' an interesting lecture was delivered by
Professor D.N. Dwivedi, retired Professor of
Allahabad University at Gandhi Faiz-e-Aam, P.G.
College, Shahjahanpur, on 24th January 2009.
Professor Dwivedi dwelt on the importance and
significance of Philosophy in applied area in the
Society. There were several scholars who attended

Ø A one day Lecture Programme was organized by
the Department of Philosophy, Choudwar College, Choudwar on 28 January, 2009 in which Prof.
P.K. Mohapatra, Retired HOD of Philosophy of
Utkal University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneswar deliv-

Professor P.K. Mohapatra delivering a lecture
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ered a lecture on Ethics and The Society. The students and teachers of the Department of Philosophy as well as of other departments of the College
were present. Many teachers from nearby Colleges
also participated in the programme.

livelihood. This has been frustrated by the fact that
top priority in planning and administration of
education has been given to creation of wealth.
This has led to commercialization, privatization
and mushrooming of coaching centres and private
tuition as an outcome. Mahatma Gandhi had
rightly envisioned that education up to matriculation should be compulsory and higher education
should be privatized. But we are moving in the
opposite direction. While primary and secondary
education is getting more and more expensive,
higher education has been comparatively less
expensive.

The main contention of the lecture was that man is
moral by nature and becomes immoral only under
compulsion. A human being's reaction to an
immoral act might be characterized by either
escapism or cynicism or by aggressive action and
both are counter productive and to be avoided. The
right course is to take a positive action to free the
society from evil and corruption. It is not always
the attempt at achieving wholesale good of the
human society that counts, but even the attempt for
the good in bits and pieces is praiseworthy. The
essence of the moral rule is the reciprocity among
people in the society. It is in this context that Ethics
and Philosophy gain prominence in the present
scenario. Philosophical and Ethical knowledge are
of prime importance even in business conduct and
professional action. Honesty is the best policy in all
walks of life.

The lectures were followed by discussions and
appreciated by those who attended the
programme.
Ø On 29 January 2009, the Department of Philosophy, Narishiksha Niketan, P.G. College, Lucknow
under the headship of Dr. Indu Kumari invited

The second lecture was delivered by Prof.
Netrananda Malla, retired Professor of Philosophy
of North Eastern Hill University on Philosophy of

Professor H.N. Mishra delivering lecture at
Narishiksha Niketan P.G. College, Lucknow

Professor H.N. Mishra, former Head, Department
of Philosophy, Nagarjuna University, to deliver a
lecture on Pratityasamutpada to an audience of
around 150 students and other scholars. Professor
Periodical Lecture with Professor N. Malla

Education in Indian Context. The students and
teachers of the Department of Philosophy as well
as of other departments of the College were
present and participated in the discussion.
The main thesis of the Lecture was that the present
educational scene in India is in a mess and all the
attempts aimed at the growth of education in postindependent India has been counterproductive and
confusing. The argument of the lecture was that
the aim of education is to create good human
beings, to develop their cognitive faculty, knowledge and wisdom and to enable them to earn their

Students of Narishiksha Niketan PG College,
Lucknow listening to the lecture
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Ø The Department of Philosophy under the headship of Dr. D.C. Srivastava, Christ Church College,
Kanpur organized a Lecture programme on 30th
January 2009 by Professor Bijoy H. Boruah,

Mishra, while explicating the concept of
Pratityasamutpada, drew the attention of the scholars
to the different concepts of Buddhism.
Ø Dr. Sumukhi, Head of the the Department of
Philosophy, H.H.M.S.P.B., NSS college for Women,
Thiruvananthapuram organized a lecture on
“Management—a Bhagawad Gita Perspective” on

Professor Bijoy Boruah lectures on
'Cultural Identity and Global Solidarity'

Visiting Professor of Philosophy, IIT, Delhi. The
title of his lecture was ‘Cultural Identity and Global
Solidarity’. Speaking on the occasion, Professor
Boruah opined that modernity seems to have
inevitably led to a human world of globalized
character in all the significant dimensions—economic, political, cultural, educational
etc. In one sense, globalization is a form of
civilization of homogenization, in which cultural
diversity rooted in local human practices is gradually marginalized and eventually diluted in a
“faceless” space of general humanity. On the
other hand, there is reactive post modernity that
witnesses and celebrates the heterogeneity of a
cultural humanity. The lecture was concluded by
bringing out the ideas of how human individual's
cultural identity is perfectly compatible with his or
her sense of global solidarity. The lecture was
attended by more than 50 scholars from different
institutions and colleges of the city.

Shri P.N. Subramanian delivering lecture on
Bhagavad Gita

30 January 2009. The lecture was delivered by Shri
P.N. Subramanian, Dy. Director (Retd.), Vikram
Sarabhai, Space Centre and Chief Executive of
Brahmanada Research Foundation for Management Headship studies. Thiruvanantha-puram.
Shri Subramanian spoke briefly on modern trends
in management and introduced the general concepts of the Bhagavad Gita, the situation of its
delivery as positioned in Mahabharata of Veda
Vyasa. The speaker used power point presentation
for giving his views. A group of 105 participants
drawn from the student-teacher community were
benefited from the lecture.

Ø Professor D.N. Dwivedi of Allahabad University
delivered a lecture on Brain, Mind and Consciousness
(with special reference to Western Theories) on
30th January 2009 at CMP Degree College,
Allahabad under the headship of Dr.(Mrs.) Rama
Rani. The lecture was attended by 300 students
and 50 teachers. There was a very thought provoking and interactive discussion after the lecture. It
was felt that the impact of the lecture was such that
an interest was created among the students of
philosophy to pursue their future studies and
research in philosophy.

Students and teachers attending the periodical
lecture programme
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Ø A lecture was delivered by Professor Asha Maudgil
on Applied Ethics to a large gathering of students in
Government College, Ropar in Punjab on 30th
January 2009 arranged by Dr. Rajvinder Singh.

Ø At the Seminar Hall of Mahilla V.P.G. College,
Aminabad, Lucknow, a lecture programme was
arranged by Dr. Vineeta on February 5th, 2009.

Ø A one day lecture-cum-seminar programme was
arranged by Professor A.N. Patel, Department of
Philosophy, Deogarh College, Deogarh on 15th
February 2009. There were two distinguished
speakers, namely Professor Laxman Behera,

Professor Rajendra Prasad delivering lecture
at Lucknow

The lecture was delivered by Professor Rajendra
Prasad, Rtd. Professor of IIT, Kanpur on the topic
Darshan ki Prasangikata. Around 110 students and
Professors Behera, Pujari and Sahu alongwith Prof.
A.N. Patel during the lecture programme at Deogarh

H.O.D. of Philosophy, G.M. College, Sambalpur
and Professor Sudarshan Pujari, Principal,
Women's College, Bargarh. The topics of the
lectures were “Making Philosophy Intelligible and Useful:
The call of the hour” and “Political India, Religious
Gandhi” respectively. Professor B.N. Sahu who
presided, spoke about the importance of philosophy in the present era of globalization.
Ø Government Ranbir College, Sangrur, Panjab
arranged a lecture by Mufti Fuzail ur-Rehman Hilal
Usmani on Social Justice and Status of Women in India
on 4th February 2009 under the headship of Dr.
Rajbala Sekhon. There was a good participation
where students of colleges were benefited through
intense interactions.

Students and teachers of Mahila College Lucknow
listening to the lecture

80 lecturers including the staff members attended
the lecture programme. The lecture was covered by
local and national daily as well as news channels.
Around 10 newspapers of Hindi, English and Urdu
published the report of the programme on February 6, 2009.
Ø Professor Parshuram Kar, Head, Department of
Philosophy, V.N. College, Jajpur Road, Orissa
organized a one day lecture by Professor N. Malla,
Retd. Professor of NEHU, the Guest of Honour
and Professor A.K. Mohanty, the Chief Speaker on
4th February 2009. After giving an introductory
speech, Professor Kar gave the floor to Professor
Malla to deliver his lecture. Professor Malla upheld

Professor Usmani delivering the lecture
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Prof. P. Kar, Professor N. Malla, Prof. A.K. Mohanty
and others on the dais

Lecture session at Bajali College, Barpeda

the view that Philosophy is not only confined to the
doctrines or postulates but is also a way of life.
That is to say it is associated with thoughts and
actions of the persons in the society. He stressed
the ethical aspects of philosophical thought in a
lucid manner and spoke on its applicability in every
social problem. Professor A.K. Mohanty addressed
the participants regarding the nature and scope of
philosophy in the 21st Century by making a clear
distinction between Philosophy, Science and
Applied Philosophy.

and the West. He stated “Humanism is not a new
philosophy, it is a traditional concept of man which
is spiritual and we cannot ignore the tradition,
whether one may accept it or not”.
Ø There was another lecture programme organized
by Dr. Basant Kumar Das, Philosophy Department, Government College, Angul at Orissa on
11th February 2009. Professor P.K. Mohapatra
and Professor G.P. Das, the two eminent scholars
were invited to deliver their lectures on Indian
Values. About 75 participants including teachers
and students participated in the lecture
programme. Professor Mohapatra in his address
preferred to reject the three fundamental features
of our value traditions such as Universality,
Metaphysicality and Negativity which generally
constitute the distinctive features of Indian value
tradition. Professor G.P. Das in his address
emphasized the moral practices of the individual
and the society for the growth of a healthy society.
The deliberations were followed by fruitful discussion by the participants.

Ø Dr. Aditya Kumar Mohanty, Professor and Coordinator, Centre of Advance Study in Philosophy,
Utkal University, Bhubanewsar was invited as a
Chief Guest-cum-Speaker by the Department of
Philosophy, Rama Devi Women's (Autonomous)
College, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, on Saturday,
February 07, 2009. Professor Mohanty delivered
his lecture on “Philosophy, Science and Spirituality”. His
talk was followed by an interactive session. The
Lecture was attended by a large number of students, faculty members and guests.
Ø A lecture on 'Humanism with special reference to
Vivekananda, Dr. Radhakrishnan, and Karl Marx'
was organized at Department of Philosophy, Bajali
College, Barpeda, Assam on February 10, 2009.
Dr. Pranita Devi, HOD, Philosophy Department,
explained the purpose of the lecture which was
inaugurated by Dr. Debendra Nath Sarma, Principal of the College. Dr. Girish Sharma, Philosophy
Department, Gauhati University, delivered the
lecture with reference to the contributions of ICPR
towards development of philosophical studies and
research at the national level. Dr. Sharma discussed
the concept of humanism in the East and the West
and also differences of the humanism of the East

Ø The Department of Philosophy, Deogarh College,
Deogarh arranged two lectures by Professor
Laxman Behera, G.M. College, Sambalpur on
“Making Philosophy Intelligible and useful : The Call of the
hour” and Professor Sudarshan Pujari, Principal,
Women's College, Bargarh on “Political India,
Religious Gandhi”. Professor Pujari explained the
relevance of Gandhian Philosophy to the contemporary society.
Ø A lecture on Srimadbhagvat: Ras Prasthan was delivered by Professor Vindhyeshwari Prasad Mishra at
Vasant Kanya Mahavidhyalaya, Varanasi on 19th
February 2009. The lecture programme attracted a
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Professor V. Prasad delivering the lecture

Students and the faculty listening to the lectures

Sadasivan Nair on Development of Values: Role of
Upanishads and Bhagawad Gita and by Dr. N.
Gopalakrishnan on Value based Education respectively on 19th February 2009. There were about
140 scholars who actively participated in the
discussions and deliberations of the lecture
programme.
Ø The lecture programme of Govt. College,
Palakkad, Kerala was inaugurated by Mr. M.
Mahalingam, Vice Principal on 20th February
2009. Dr. V. Prabhakaran, Head, Department of
Philosophy presided over the function. Professor
Chithambaram, in his felicitation address indicated
the close relation between philosophy and mathematics, especially, the logical basis of mathematics.

Session on: Students, scholars and teachers inside
the hall

large number of students, researchers and teachers.
Professor Mishra emphasized the importance of
Prasthanatrayi in Indian Philosophy. This programme
was featured in many daily newspapers. Scholars
from BHU and other institutions attended the
lecture.
Ø The Department of Philosophy, Sree Narayana
College, Kollam organized lectures by Dr.

Dr. A. Kanthamani lecturing on Quine: Grammar,
Logic and Language

An eminent scholar of philosophy, Dr. A.
Kanthamani, retired Professor, University of
Calicut presented a paper on “Quine on Grammar,
Logic and Language”. Copies of the script were
distributed among the participants which included

Dr. Sadasivan Nair delivering the lecture
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Partial view of the audience at Govt. College Palakkad

Participants of the lecture programme

Ø On 28th February 2009, the Department of
Philosophy, Govt. College, Chandigarh organized a
lecture by Professor V.T. Sebastian. About 100
participants, 40 lecturers and 60 students attended
the programme. The title of the lecture was “Why
philosophy?” Speaking on the occasion, Professor

students, research scholars, and teachers. There
was a high level discussion session with all the
participants.
Ø The Hans Raj Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jalandhar
arranged a lecture programme on 21 February 2009
by Dr. Gurusharanjit Singh of Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar. He delivered a lecture on
Philosophy of Sikhism. Dr. Singh concentrated on the
mulamantra of Sikhism and explained with Shabads
of Gurbani. Around 100 students and teachers were
benefited by this lecture.
Ø K.G.K. College, Moradabad organized a lecture by
Professor J. Sankar Tiwari of Allahabad University
on 21st February 2009 on the topic Nitshastra:Vikas

Dr V.T. Sebastian lecturing on 'Why Philosophy'?

Sebastian addressed various issues pertaining to
philosophy, such as, what is philosophy, the nature
of philosophy, the role of the philosophy in today's
materialistic world. He pointed out that the study
of philosophy equips a person with the capacity of
ratiocination and self-reflection. The talk also dealt
with such pertinent questions as the difference
between knowledge and wisdom, the nature of
consciousness, human nature etc. The talk was
followed by a good interaction with the faculty
members and students of the college.

Prof. J.S. Tiwari lecturing at K.G.K. College,
Moradabad

Ke Kritipay Charan by A.K. Singh. The lecture was
attended by several scholars of Moradabad area and
had a great impact as two daily newspapers
reported the event to publicize ICPR contribution
in promoting research through this scheme.

Ø Another lecture programme was organized by Dr.
R.P. Singh, Department of Philosophy, Baisawara
P.G. College, Lalganj, Rai Bareli on 28 February
2009. Dr. Ramjay Pratap Singh delivered a lecture
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spoke at length on the three approaches of Environmental Ethics, i.e. Anthropocentrism, Biocentrism and Eco-centrism.
Ø Professor S. Paneerselvam of Madras University
delivered a lecture on Post Modernism at Department
of Philosophy, University College, Trivandrum on
2nd March 2009. The lecture was most beneficial
to P.G. Students as well as to the research scholars
and teachers of Philosophy.
Ø Department of Philosophy, Government College
for Women, Tirivandrum also arranged a lecture on
3 March 2009 by Professor S. Panneerselvam on
Hermeneutical Turn in Philosophy.
Professor
Panneerselvam presented his views in a systematic
and methodical manner through L.C.D. presentation with public address system. The thought
inspiring lecture lasted for 2 hours followed by
stormy discussion by the students and teachers of
philosophy as well as of other departments.

Dr. Ramjay Pratap Singh delivering lecture at
P.G. College, Rai Bareli

Ø Dev Samaj College for Women in Ferozepur city,
Punjab organized the Professor Daya Krishna
Memorial Lecture on 4th March 2009. The lecture
was delivered by Dr. Lallan Singh Baghel, Department of Philosophy, Punjab University,
Chandigarh. The session was chaired by the
College Principal, Dr. (Mrs.) Madhu Parashar.
Around 400 students actively participated in this
lecture programme.

Dr. R.P. Singh, Dr. D.C. Srivastava and the faculty of
P.G. College, Lalganj, Bareili

on “Sanskriti evam mulya siksha paddhati ki
purnasamsacana ke sandarbha mein”.
Dr. D.C.
Srivastava from Christ Church College, Kanpur
delivered lecture on “Philosophy and Human Values:
Key to Solving Global Problems”.

Ø The Department of Philosophy, Cotton College,
Gauhati, organized a lecture programme on 23rd
March 2009 by Professor Dilip Kumar Chakrabarty
on “Kant and Hare on Moral Universalization”. In his
lecture Professor Chakrabarty dealt with different
aspects of moral universalizability with reference
to two important thinkers, Kant and Hare. He
showed that the two thinkers shared some common views about universalizability of moral
statements. The lecture was followed by an
interactive session.

Ø A lecture programme on Awareness of Environmental
Ethics was conducted by Salepur College, Cuttack
on 21st February 2009. Professor S.C. Panigrahi

Ø A lecture on Philosophy of Language: Indian and
Western Perspective was organized by Maharajas'
College, Ernakulam, Kerala on 4th March 2009.
The lecture was delivered by Professor S.
Pannerselvam of University of Madras who gave a
fine exposition of philosophical problems related
with language and opined that problems are the
creation of philosophers and not of the language.

Lecture on Awareness of Environmental Ethics
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Publications
The Council has a publication programme under which
it brings out quality work of renowned scholars of
philosophy and interdisciplinary studies. The publications of the Council represent a varied range such as
books on Classical Indian Philosophy, Contemporary

Indian Philosophy, works on Contemporary Indian
Philosophers, ICPR documentation Series, Books of
Readings and Reference Publications. The Council has
so far brought out110 titles.

Recent Titles brought out by the Council
× Tradition and Truth: Writings in Indian and Western
Philosophy by S.P. Banerjee, edited by Ishita Banerjee.

× Ethics, Language and Tradition: Essays on the Philosophy
of Rajendra Prasad edited by B. Kar.

Forthcoming Titles
× The Nature of Philosophy by Daya Krishna

× The Philosophy of Tamil Siddhas by T.N. Ganapathy
(reprint)

× History of Indian Philosophy ed. Marietta Stephanyants (reprint)

Library
The Academic Centre of the ICPR located at Lucknow
houses an up-to-date specialized library in philosophy,
with all facilities available for scholars from the country
to visit and make use of it. The library has at present
approximately 30,000 books, 105 philosophical
journals and 22 journals on exchange basis. The
Nations' Philosophical Archives has got different
manuscripts and related artifacts of Philosophers for

posterity. The facilities for borrowing and reading the
books, reprographic services are available for all.
Besides this, the scholars can get the acquisition lists of
books and journals on request against nominal payment. The Academic Centre is revived not only as a
depository of knowledge, but also as a crucible for
generating new knowledge. Computerization of the
Library is almost over.

Chairman and Member Secretary visit the library at the Academic Centre, Lucknow
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